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THE 


PREFACE 


PHE prime and fundamental Laws if Nature 
| were the Dictates of Divine Wiſdom, written on 
the Heart of Man, clearly diſcovering to him his 
Duty, rewarding his Obedience with EACE, and 


kaving him, in Caſes of known Tranſgreſſion, . 
condemned and without Excuſe. 4 


"Theſe Laws continued ts be an nab Role 
1 Man's Conduct thro Aſter- ages: To theſe the 
oftle plainly alludes, when he ſays, The Gentiles 
ich have not the Law, do b Nate the Things 
San ed in the Law; theſe ben not the Law, 
are a Law unto themſelves, which ſhew the 
Work of the Law written in their Hearts, * 


' To the Obfervers of this Law, the Apoſtle Gant 
Glhes, Honour and PzAct + In this peaceful 
State of willing Obedience was Man at firſt created; 
and had he remained therein, Pzacs, the Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs, || had been 'bis perpetual Portion: 
Thus flood Man in bis Original Purity; in that 
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„ The PREFACE. 
primitive and natural Eftate wherein Gop created 


bim A State of perfect Peace and Tranquility. 
Strife, Diſcord, War aud Deſtruction, proceed 


from another Root, being the opt of Os S 


_ and Piſobedience: r 


E bavir ns fe. dilebeyed the Dicates of that 
Wiſdom which is from above, which 7s pure, 


peaceable, and gentle: Their fooliſh. Heart was 
darkned, and profeſling themſelves to be wiſe, 


they became Fools; * deceiving themſeFoes with a 
falſe Appearance, of Wiſdom, viz, that Wiſdom 
which deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, 


ſenſual, deviliſh, productn Wa and Strife, 


Confuſion, and every evil 


ork. Thus having 


forſaken the Gop of Love and . Men became 


W and hating one den l 


But this State of Hatred, is 4 State not 5 Na- 
ture, but altogether fo rced and unnatural, zhe 


Effect of breaking Nature's Laws, and re jefting ber 


Inſtructions: For Men, as Juſtin Martyr told 
Trypho the Jew, 8“ being corrupted by bad Edu- 
cation, evil Cuſtoms, - and wicked aer, 


Jang deftroyed oe natural n 


© + ee 
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: Kom. q 22. + James! Jl, 15, 16. oy Tir. iii. 3. 


§* Umno gqavans dra Thorns, 2 8909 . % Yue Thun r 


Jag da perrte, T&s ebend, evvoidas anwagoay. FI 
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x ” Some unhappy Accidents and 


44 ſaith Archbiſhop Tillotſon) may make Men 


« Enemies; but naturally , Man is Friend to 
« another, and that is the ſureſt and moſt unalter.- 


& able Reaſon of Things, which is founded in 


« Nature, not that which ſprings from mutable 
e Accidents and Occafions.” oF OAT 


Wherefore I think, Men ought not to os the Con- 
ſequences of therr own Tranigreſſion at Nature's 


Door, nor to repreſent ber as patronizing the Dir. 
| r they raiſe, 


Contending Parties fight, but all. of them, profef 


ing to do. ſo * for the Sake of N agree in "Oe 


which a dictates. 


13 


The Doctrine of Chriſtianity, proceeding fs 
the ſame Divine Wiſdom, concurs in eſtabliſhing 
 wwbat the prime Laws of N. ature taught, with a re- 
newed Aſſurance of the Favour and Protection of 
the ALMIGHTY. Live in Peace, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
| and the Gop of Loveand Peace ſhall be with you.* 


* The End and Deſign of CuntsT's Coming was 
the Reftoration of fallen Mankind into that State 
of Purity and Peace, wherein he was at firſt created. 
Man thus reftored, and renewed in the Spirit of 
his Mind, 7s ſaid, to put on the new Man, which 
after Gop is created 1 in Righteouſneſs: and. true 
Holineſs of 2 | This 
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— ce RM of Peace, uboſt 
are adapted to the 


thing, when he is nothing , he deceiveth himſelf; - 


Notiom tending to withdraw bus natural 


„„ _T)BREPACE 


This State of Reſteration 70 the Favour : D 


00% 


is that excellent and defir able Eſtate, which our 


Conqueſt of ll Enmity, — 
Ohher vers ef them into, and which Hex will be. 


the 


ſow . . N meren un. 


verſally obeyed. 


. The Ly Nature, and the Dofirine of Chniti- 
anity, 0 alſo concurr in teaching Men Humility; 
inſtructing them not to think of themſelves mort 
highly than they ought to think, but to think 
ſoberly || ; for if a Man think himſelf to be ſome- 


and — puft up by by flethly Mind, + is apt 
to entertain a miſtaken Conceit of Power and Wil- 
dom of | bis own, ſufficient to preſerve himſelf : 


dence from Gon, bis Maker and only 'Preferver, 
and to fix his Configence * abe cannot 


keep wins his own Soul.“ 9 


2 55 a juſt + Oberraden 5 Biſhop Sherlock 


concerning the Iſraelites, That they were never ſa» 


weak, as when they made themſelves ſtrong ; 
never ſo certainly 8 as when their Force 


n em a Confidence in 


W 


8 — 


5 '* Gal vi.g "+: Coli . 
** Pal xxii. 249. 


+ As cited by Jobn Doughty M. A. in his Sermon | 


preach'd a at Clerkemwell, Ofob. gth. 1746. 


| | "The 'PR E'F A CE. va 


*# do a greater Prequdice to our Affairs when they 
te axe in the moſt hopaſul and likely Condition to 
4 ſaececd amn do. well; than to ſhut Go and 
& His Providence out of our Counſels and Oonfi- 
4 deration; when we paſs Gop by and take no 
« Notice of Him, but will rely upon our own 
iſdom and Sttength, we provoke Him to 
cave us in the Hands of our own Counſel, and 
* to let us ſee what weak and fooliſh Creatures 
* weare: And a Man is never in greater Dan- 
« ger of Drowning, than when he claſps his 
Arms cloſe about himſelf : Beſides, that Gon 
<«. loves to reſiſt the Self-confident and preſump- 


« tuous, and to ſcatter the Proud in the Imagina- 
*« tion of their Hearts.” 


Kc 
4 
'Ce 


Upon the Peruſal of the D 


iſcourſe which occaſioned 
important Doctrines of: Prack and Humility 
_ noberefore I thought it my reaſonable Duty, to pub- 

liſh ſuch Sentiments reſpecting them, as to me appear 
conſonant both to Nature and Chriſtianity. 


. As my Subject is Love and Peace, I make that 
my Aim. My Thoughts % fer no more from that 
 Aruphor's, than his Thoughts do from mine: Where- 
Fore that mutual Difference can give no juſt Cauſe 
of Offence to either of us. 25 
9 © Such 
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15 Sermons in 8vo. Vol. 4. pag. 212. Edit. 1695, 
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© Such ers, at have peruſed his Diſcourſe Im- 
partially, will probably do the like by this, which is 
ell I requeſt of them; «who with Sincerity of Affection 
4 wg Them, and all Mankind, fubſeribe 
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[LAG - AN 
Enquiry into the Validit 
Of a late DISCO U RSE, intituled, 


The Nar ux B and Dy. 
of SELP- DEFENCE. 


HE Potions which this Author 178 down, 
as the Baſis of his Performance, are, 


Pag. 1. That Self Defence is every Mars 
W and N by Nature. 


Bid. That the Defence * our 0Wwn Life ny 


Property is every Man's Right and Duty by the 
1 ＋ Nature. 


Theſe Poſitions he endeavours to fortifie againſt 
all Oppoſition, by aſſerting, that they are uni- 
88 dell acknowledged,” and, not only allow- 
e ed by all other "Chriſtian Denommations, but 
© even by the QUAKERS themſelves,” 


What his means by Nature, and the Laws of 

— he e p. 2. by the © Powers 9 
B : | Na: 

. A 


= LOS, 1 


« Nature,” and © That Power which Nature 
<< hath given us to preſerve ourſelves.” 


So that the Duty of Self- Defence, by him us 


ed for, depends on 4 * Truth of this Poſition, viz. 


4 


= That Nature bas 8! ven us @ Power to ger ur 
ce ourſelves.” 


This Pofition 1 cannot give my Aſſent to, be- 
cauſe, 

1. Upon the ſtricteſt Scrutiny into my own 
Conſtitution,” I, who am of the Human Species, 


cannot perceive my ſelf to be inveſted with any 
ſuch Power. 


2. This Aue has not prov'd, and, I think; | 
cannot prove, the Exiſtence of ſuch a Power in 


any Man, nor indeed, that any created . 
has ſuch a Power. : 


3- The Notion of our Rp inveſted by Na- 
ture with a Power of Self- Preſer vation, is apt to 
produce Pride and Self- Exaltation, to beget a falſe 
Confidence in ourſelves, and to remove our De- 
pendence from God the only Saviour u, unto Man, 
in whom there is no Help. + + 


| What is it, which. in this Author's Opinion, 
a Man has Power to preſerve himſelf from * 


Is it from Death? Certainly not; ſeeing no 
Man can aſcettain * own n here for a Mo- 
i | "EE 


» — 


Iſai. xlii. 11. f "Pal ale. 3: 


© 2 
ment of Time. There is, faith Solomon, no Man 
that hath Power over the Spirit to retain the Spirit; 


. neither hath he Power in the Day of Death; and 
there is no Diſcharge in that War.“ | 


Is it from Danger? I conceive not: As is evi- 
dent from the known Caſe of Perſons engag'd in 
Battle, where many of thoſe who are ſlain in 
Fight, were undoubtedly veſted with Strength, 
Courage, and every. other Power of Nature, e- 
qual, if not ſuperior, to many of thoſe, who in 
the ſame common Danger are preſerved. It ſeems 
to me irrational, in them who are preſerved, to aſ- 
cribe their + Preſervation to thoſe Powers, which 
4 i the 


2 — 


— — 
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AEccleſ. viii. 8. The 
＋ I ſhall here tranſcribe from the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine for May 1746, p. 235. 4 Paſſage ex preſſive of the 
Duke of Cumberland's own Senſe of the preſerving Pow-- 
er and Providence of God: © His Highneſs, ſays that 
% Author, when the Battle was over, retired for Re- 
„ freſhment, to a Place near the Field. Soon after, 
che took a ſerious Walk by himſelf, among the Mul- 
c titude of Slain, He was followed by ſome of his 
* Attendants, who obſerved him in deep Meditation. 
„He laid his Hand upon his Breaſt, and with Eyes 
<« lifted up to Heaven, was heard to ſay, Lord ! what 
& am 1! that I ſhould be. ſpared, when ſo many brave 
 &- Men lie dead upon the Spot. This Expreſſion of deep 
« Humility towards God, and Compaſſion towards 
Man, is indeed worthy the greateſt Man alive.“ To 
this let me add the ſame Author's Deſcription of Humility. 
This Quality, ſays be, is moſt excellent, when it pro- 
© .ceeds from the Fear and Love of God, for he that, 
« ſenſible of his own Weakneſs, walks in a conſtant 
| 5 „ Depend- 


* 


. 
the Slain were equally poſſeſt of, and in the full 


Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of which they were de- 


ſtroyed, and which conſequently | were not the 
Powers of Self-Preſervation. | 


Is it from Diſeaſes? Or from Caſualties ? I pre- 
fume no Man will affirm, that he has Power to 
keep himſelf from any of theſe. Wherefore 1 
apprehend, that our Author's Aſſertion, that Na- 


ture has given us a Power to preſerve De 
is not eaſily to be ſupported. 


This Aſſertion has ſo manifeſt a Tendency * eto 
* exclude God's Providence, either out of the 
1 * World, or out of the Argument, that our Au- 
4 thor guards againſt that Objection, by telling us, 
P- 3. That he has no ſuch Deſign.” If that be 
b true, tis a Reflection on his Prudence, to have 
uſed the moſt probable Means of attaining an End 
I he does not aim at. 


He acknowledges, p. 3. that © thoſe who ab- 

c ſolutely exclude Providence, teach the moſt 
* melancholy and uncomfortable Doctrine that 
can be advanced:” But he ſhould have conſi- 
dered, that thoſe who partially exclude Provi- 
dence, teach a Doctrine, carrying with it ſome- 
what of the like dark and diſmal Aſpect: Hear 
his next Words, « If it was not below Deity at 


«ff 


66, Dependence on | God for for every Bleſſing, is * of hls - 
& powerful Aſſiſtance, and of being exalted above e- 


very E vil in this World, and in that which is to 
„ come.” 


t #3 

« firſt to create, it can be no Dyſhonour to interpoſe 
& as he fees meet afterwards.” Theſe Words 
plainly import a partial Exclufion of Providence, 
by repreſenting the Interpoſit ion of the Deity to be 
only occaſional, as he ſees meet. How far ſuch a 

rtial Exclufion of Providence is confiſtent with 
the Belief of the Omnipreſence, and Omniſcience 
of the Supreme Being, who created all Things, 
and * upholdeth all Things by the Word of his Pows- 
er: Who is Þ before al hings, and by whom all 
Things confift : 1 forbear to determine at preſent, 
but am of Opinion that it deſerves this Writer's 
moſt ſerious Conſideration. 


Erperiehoe aſſures us, that perverſe Men, by 
an unnatural and unreaſonable Application of the 
Power which Nature has given them, for the Ex- 
erciſe of mutual Love and Benevolence, have 
often compaſſed the Deſtruction of themſelves, 
and one of another: But their Help and Preſer- 
vation is of God only: The Power of the Crea- 
tor, is the ſole e of the Creatures which 
he hath made. Thou, even thou, art Lord alone, 
thou haſt made Heaven, the Heaven of Heavens, 
with all their Hoſt, the Earth, and all Things that 
are therein; and thou preſerveſt them all . 
Man is not Self-Exiſtent, it is not reaſonable ry 
- poſe him, Self-Subfiftent : He is created a depend- 
ent Being, and his natural and rational Dependence 
is on the Power which created him for Preſerva- 
ow: In this depending State Man ſtood ſecure, 
while 


— 


lee Neben. ix. 6. 


L * 3 
while he abode in that primitive Innocence and 
Purity wherein he was created: In which State 
God ſaw him to be * very good, and gave him 
Dominion over the reſt of his Creation, O hap- 
y Eſtate of Nature in the Beginning. When. 
Man's Submiſſion to the Will of his Maker was 
attended with the Submiſſion of all other Crea- 
tures unto him: When clothed with Hanocence, 
as with a Garment, the Power of God protected 
him from the Fear of Evil, and kept him in 
erfect Peace. In this moſt happy and defirable 
Eſtate was Man at firſt created: This, faith So o- 
MON, have I found, that God hath made Man up- 
right; but they have ſought out many Inventions 


Alas! Sin entred, and thence proceeded Infidelity, 


and Diſtruſt of that Protection, which the Con- 
ſcience of his own Guilt told Man he had for- 
feited. Men, having thus forſaken God their 
Maker, and loſt their natural Dependence on him 
their Preſerver, had not Power to preſerve them- 
ſelves, but ran into all Manner of Wickedneſs, 

until the Imagination of the Thoughts of their Hearts 
being only evil continually, all Fleſh had corrupted 
his Way, and filled the Earth with Violence ||, until 
they bd provoked the Wrath of the Almighty, 


by a general Deluge, to waſh the Earth from 
their Impurity. 


Thus fell a Generation of * poſſeſt of the 
greateſt Strength and Power by Nature, many of 
them Giants in the Earth, mighty Men, which 


Were 


—— — 20 


* | 


Cen. i. 31. + Eccleſ. vii. 29. Gen, Vl. 5, 12, 13. 


121 
were of Old, Men of Rewwe, Gen. vi. 4. Yet 
unable to preſerve themſelvesfrom the Deſtruction 
they deſerved: But, having departed from their 
natural Allegiance to, and Dependence on, the pre- 
ſerving Power of God, and truſting in their own 


Power and Might, they were ſuddenly deſtroyed, 
and that without Remedy. 


Noab, the only righteous Man of that Genera- 
tion, truſted | in God, and was preſerved. 


| \ And indeed, this Dependence on the Power of | 
God alone for Preſervation, was the Criterion, or 


diſtinguiſhing Mark of the Righteous in ſucceed- 
ing Ages. 


Moſes excites the feeble Iſraelites, lefpairin g for 
fear of the mighty Hoſt of Pharaoh, to this De- 


pendence, 5 g, Stand fill, and 8 2 Salvation 
of the Lord“. | 


Joſbua knew his a to be in n this Depends 
ence : To which he was encouraged by the Pro- 
miſe of God, ſaying, Be ſtrong, and of 4 good 
Courage ; be not afraid, neither be thou difnayed ; 
for the Lord thy God is with thee, whitherſpever 
thou goef F. 


- alien! to convince him of the Security of 
this Dependence on God alone, was directed to re- 
duce his Army of 32,000, to only 300; leſt per- 
3 | adventure 


” \ Do =p ec 
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"IM Exod. xiv, 43. | "+ 7b i. g. 


[8] 
adventure Trae! might vaunt themſelves againſt 
God, ſaying, Mine own Hand hath ſaved me . 


David, the valiant and victorious King of Iſael, 
aſcribes all his Preſervations and 3 to 


the Arm and Power of God on 7 Truly, faith 
ro 


he, my Soul waiteth upon God, from him cometh 
my Salvation. He only is my Reck and my Salua- 
tion, he is my Defence . In this Aſſurance and 
holy Confidence, he prayeth, ſaying, Deliver me 
from mine Enemies, defend me from thoſe that riſe 


up againſt me +. And praiſeth the Lord, faying, 


O God, I will render Praiſes unto thee, for thou 


haſt delivered my Soul from Death F*. 


Thus do the Preſrued of God ever acknowledge 
his Might, and rely on that alone. | 


The Notion of Man's being veſted with a Power 
of Self- Defence, and Self-Preſervation, did much 


prevail among the Nations, who regarded not the 


Works of the Lord, nor the Operation of his Hands** : 
But if we take a View of the dreadful Cataſtrophe, 
and miſerable Exit, of the boldeſt and ſtouteſt of 
the Pretenders to ſuch a Power, we ſhall ſee them 


made exemplary Inſtances of che "A of their 
Pretenſions. 


Pharaoh King of Egypt, exalting himſelf, and 


oppoſing his own Will to the Command of: God, 


laying, Who ts the Lora, . TI ſhould obey his 


Voice 


—— —— — 
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* Judges vii. 2. * P/al. Ia —_ 2. + Pſal.1 Ur. 2 
T* P/at. li. 12, 123. Eſal. xxvili. 5. 


FF: - 


Vice to let Tfrael go; * periſhed with all his Hoſt 
in the Red Sea. 


Goliab, glorying in his Natural Strength and 
Stature, approaches David with the utmoſt Diſ- 
dain : Come to me, and I will give thy Fleſh to the 
Fouls of the Air, and to the Beaſts of the Field; + 
yet he fell by a Stone from the Sling of the Strip- 
ling whom he had deſpiſed. The Reaſon is ob- 

vious: This Youth truſted in the Power of Gad, 

the Gignt in bis own. 


Sennacherib King of Mhria, boaſting of his 
Might, and enumerating the Nations whom his 
Fathers had deſtroyed, was ſuddenly ſurprized 
with the Loſs of 185,000 of his Army, in which 
he truſted ; and returning home with Shame, was 

there ſlain by a Conſpiracy of his own Sons. 


 Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, ſtrutting in 
his Palace, and elevated with the Conceit of his 
Greatneſs, utters theſe Expreſſions, Is not this 
great Babylon that . T have built for the Houſe of 
the Kingdom, by the Might of my Power ; and for 
the Honour of my Majeſty? ＋ While he was thus 
- ſpeaking, the immediate Rebuke of an higher 
Power, checkt his Inſolence ; deprived him at 
once of his Underſtanding and his Kingdom, un- 
til he-was better inſtructed; and from his own 
Experience was conſtrained to acknowledge all 

5 C Pouer 


Exod. v. 2. TÞ 1 Sam. xvii. 44. || 2 Kings xix. 37. 


4 Dan, iv. 30. 


1 * 


tal. 


Wakes and Dominion to be of Col'alme; and that 
all the Inbabitants of the Earth are reputed as no- 
thing. Now, faith he, .I Nebuchadnezzar, praiſe 


and extol the King of Heaven, all whoſe Works are 


Truth, and his Ways Ju dement, and thoſe that 


N 


f yg + in Pride be 7 Zs 237 to abaſe. * 


Theſe Inſtances clearly Vernönftre, that Men 


in the full Poſſeſſion of 45 greateſt Nee Power, 
and of the greateſt natural Strel 70 have not a 


Power to preſerve themſelves : And that nothing is 


more pernicious to Man, than a preſumptuous 
aſſuming to himſelf a Power! he hath not; for if 


a Man think bimſelf to be ſomething, "when he's no- 
thing, he deceiveth himſelf # and by falſe Notions 
of imaginary Power may be Precipitately barfied 


on to his on Perdition. 


That Man's Preſervation conſiſts in his Depend- 


ence on the Power of God only, is verified by the 
Words of the P/almiſd, ſaying, There is no King 
feved by the Multitude of an Hoſt: A mighty Man 


is not delivered by much Strength. An Horſe is a 


vain Thing for Safety, neither | ſhall he deliver any 
© by his great Strength. Behold, the Eye of the Lord 
is upon them that fear bim: Upon them that hope in 


bis Mercy : To deliver their Soul from Death.|| 


| Wherefore, Ceaſe ye from Man, choſe Breath is 
in his Noftrils ; for wherein is th to be accounted 
Ws 


In 
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77 Dan. iv. 7. 37. + Gal. vi. 3. || Pſal. xxxili. "ik I7, 
18, 19. + Jai. ii. 22, 
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In ſhort, the whole Drift and Current of Scrip- 
ture Doctrine, is directly oppoſite to this Author's 


Aertion of a Power of Self-Defence and Self- 
Preſervati on in Man by Nature. 


Ss that the Power of Se Defence and Self. Pre. | 


ſervation, which he ſuppoſes, appears to be meerly 
imaginary, and to have no Exiſtence but in the 

iſtaken Pride, and Self-Exaltation of Men's 
Minds: And conſequently the Duty and Right of 


Selſ Defence, which he pleads for, has no 0 real 


F oundation. 


Inſtead then of PR fall and groundleſs Doc- 
trine of Self-Defence ; I ſhall take Leave to ſubſti- 
tute that which is true and ſubſtantial, and will 
bear the Teſt :1 mean, the Doctrine of Dependence 
on the Power of God alone for Preſervation. A 


Doctrine perfectly agreeable, both to the Laws of 
Nature, and the Precepts of Chriſtianity : For as 


this Dependence i is every Man's Right and Duty 


by Nature; ſo the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great Bleſſing of all Nations, deſigned to im- 
prove and perfect our Natures,” doth eſtabliſh 
this our natural Privilege, by Precepts which en- 
join the Practice of this Duty, in the higheſt De- 
gree; and place the only Happineſs of Man i in an 


"0c 


entire Reſignation to the Will of God, and the 


only Security of the Creature, in. depending on 
the Power of bis Creator for Preſervation. | 


The eſtabliſhing univerſal Love and Peace on 


Earth, was the Deſign and Purpoſe of the Chriſt- 
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ian Religion, which was uſher'd in by a Multitude 
of the heavenly Hoſt, praiſing God and ſaying, Glory 
to God in the higheſt, and on Earth Peace, Good © 

Will towards Men. * To the Attainment of this 

bleſſed Eſtate, the Precepts of Chriſt are directed; 
they breathe nothing but pure Love and Peace, 
Faith in God, Patience to endure all manner of 
Evil, and a ſteady Reſolution of Mind never to 
do any: They .enjoin a generous and rational 
Contempt of this World, and its Uncertainties ; 
teach us to commit the keeping of our Souls to 
God, while here, and open a Proſpe& of a per- 
petual State of Bliſs and Immortality hereafter, 


To the Promotion of this bleſſed State of Peace 
on Earth, the Inſtitution of Civil Government doth 
alſo maniteſtly contribute; by aſſigning Puniſh- 
ment to the Diſturbers of the Tranquillity of o- 
thers: So that Nature, Chriſtianity, and Magi- 
ſtracy, all concur in this one Point, viz. in one 
and the ſame bleſſed and 'defirable Purpoſe of 
eſtabliſhing Peace on Earth. The Apoſtle Paul 
enforces his Injunction of making Prayer and Sup- 
plication for Kings, and for all that are in Autho- 

rity, with this cogent Reaſon, That we may lead 


a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
neſty. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 


This Author ſeems to lay too little Weight on 
the Power and Providence of God, which the 
| Goſpel directs Men to, when he advances, this 
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* Luke. li. 13, 14. 
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Suppoſition, « If, ſays he, the Goſpel has laid 
«« open the latter, (viz, the Perſons and Properties 
« of Men) to the Inſults, Ravages, and Depreda- 


« tions of ambitious and evil minded Perſons, 
« Government itſelf having no Object, whereon 


- © to be exerciſed, muſt of Courſe be annulled 
« and yan. ” 


Thus he miſrepreſents the Goſpel, as patronizing 
the Diſorders it moſt expreſly forbids; and as con- 
tradicting the End and Deſign of Government, 
which it expreſly eſtabliſhes. 


What I have ſaid, is 1 hope ſufficient to ſhew, 
that Wars and Fighting, are neither conſonant to 
the Laws of Nature, nor to the Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity; that they are no other than the Conſe- 
quences of Sin and Infidelity, the Extirpation of 
which is aimed at by the joint Concurrence of 
Nature, Chriſtianity, and the Civil Magiſtrate; 


and that neither of theſe are inconſiſtent with the 
other of them. 


| We are next to conſider this Author's Enariina. 
tion © of thoſe Scripture Authorities, on which 


< (he fays) the Ryaker's * againſt ms 


<« is founded.” 


- He begins with what he calls ©* an Old Teſta- | 


ment Prophecy” via. They ſhall beat their 
Swords into Plow-ſhares, and their Spears into 
Pruning Hooks, Nation ſhall not lift up Sword 
— * againſt Nation, neither ſhall they — War 


any 


Tu 


* any moren. He denies not the Truth of this 
Prophecy, nor its Relation to the Goſpel. Times; 
but attempts to puzzle its Meaning by a Diſtinc- 
n of Ofenfive and Defen/ive War: A nice 
liſtinRion, which the Text itſelf gives no Ground 
for, and the Limits of which he would find ſome 
difficulty to affign; or to demonſtrate what Do- 
fence is in a Sword, without uſing it offenſively. _ 


wh, There are, yi he, p. 4.) many Perſons of 
„ meek and peaceable Spirits, who are, (without 
« forſaking the Doctrine of Self-Defence) i in the 
very State the Prophecy has Reſpect to, who 
<* would not on any Account injure their Neigh- 
* bour to draw the Sword offznfvely.” In this, 
be plainly admits the Prophecy to exclude offen/iue 
War, which is all we aſk: Becauſe, if the Time 
be come, when 70 ane Nation ſball lift up the 
Sword againſt another offen/ively, the Occafion of 
_ drawing it defenſively will be taken away : and 
the Cauſe being removed, the Effect muſt ceaſe. 


He adds, © The Prophecy infers no Change of 
2 Principle in the beſt, but an entire Reformati- 
on of Mind and Mapners, amongſt the worſt 
27 Sort of Men; from whom Fighting and Op- 
« preſſion have always proceeded- — then, 
that the very End and Deſign of Chriſtianity, is 
to produce ſueh an entire Reformation of Mind 
and Manners among the worft Sort gf. Men, from 
* Ae Fighting and ene 
it 
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it neceſſurily follows, that ſuch an entire \Refor- 
mation removes the Cauſe of War, and introdu- 
ces that univerſal Peace, which a ho Obedience 
to the Precepts of Chriſt would hleis the Nations 
with. As many as lead their Lives conformable 
to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, have already (ſo 
far as reſpects themſelves) attained this happy and 
deſirable Eſtate, and in theſe the Prophecy infers 
no Change of - Principle: An Argument brought 
from the preſent evil and corrupt State of 
e Things,” can be of no Force with thoſe who 
know that in the Purſuit of their Chriſtian Duty, 
they muſt row againſt that Tide; and that the 
Prctice of the 1wor/# Sort f Men, can be no 
juſtifiable Precedent for the beſt Sort of Men to 
follow. In ſuch a Caſe, the Practice of another 
Duty which the Chriſtian Religion moſt ſtricthy 
-enjoins, is neceſſary, diz. that of Se- Denial, 
and patiently” ſuſtaining tempotal Inconveniencics, 
in e tion of an eternal Retard, prepar d for 
thoſe who perſevere in well doing to the End. 
But this Duty our Author paſſes by without No- 
tice, not imprudently, conſidering its direct Op- 
poſition to is Purpoſe, 


Our Author undertakes: (ol 5.) to conifer the 
Ne Teſtament Doctrine of 5. Matter, * 
% \ cites the Precept of Cbriſt, Mat. v. 38, 39, &c 
N have beard that it huth been ſaid, an Eye for an 
ye, and a Pooth for a Tooth : But J ſay» untoryou, 
that ye refilt not Evil, but whoſoever. ſhall mite 
thee on thy right Cheek, turn to him the other" alſo; 
and 80 any Man will * thee at the A and tale 
rr 


[ 26 ] Th 
away thy Coat,” let him have thy Chat ale; and 
_ whoſoever - ſhall compel thee to go a Mile, go with 
Bim twain ; give to him that aſteth thee, and from 
him that would borrow of thee, turn not away. 
He tells us, p. 6, that this whole Paſſage muſt 
© be underſtood literally, or explained figurative- 
« Jy, in ſuch Manner as the Nature of the Sub- 
« je ſeems evidently to require.” He goes on, 
p. 6, 7, 8, enumerating ſeveral /uppoſed Abſurdities 
of the literal Acceptation of this Paſſage : In 
which, I think, he abuſes the moſt; excellent Pre- 
.cepts, by attempting to charge upon them ſuch 
Conſequences, as only ariſe from the Unwilling- 
neſs of Men to put them in practice. To me, 
the whole Paſſage, in its /iteral Acceptation ap- 
| "pears moſt beautiful, as tending directly to in- 
troduce the moſt perfect State of Happineſs, the 
Nature of Man is capable of attaining in this 
Life. An univerſal Obedience to theſe Precepts, 
in their * literal Acceptation, would be the . 
F %% ad LET 0 
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3 literal Acceptation, I intend, tbe plain aud 
obvious Senſe which the Words convey to the common Un- 
derſtanding of Men, Which Senſe, I apprehend, ougbt 10 

. be admitted in all moral Precepts of Chriſtianity ; other- 

ꝛbiſe Men will be left in inextricable Difficulties reſpecting 

the Regulation of their Conduct. Nor, is it probable, 
that our Saviour, Mat. vil. 24. would have referr d. to 

* thoſe Sayings of his, as the Rule of a wiſe Man's Obedi- 

, ence, in any other Senſe than that of their uſual Accepta- 

Gn A 8 | | RAINY 

And as lis frequent in the New-Teſtament Writings, 

Jo expreſs the ſame Precept for Subſtance, in different 

Words, that is to be regarded as the literal Senſe, which 

thoſe ſeveral Forms of Expreſſion concur in conveying. 


ESP 
of Bleſſings to Mankind, and eſtabliſh them in 
the Fruition of that Peace and Serenity wherein 
their Felicity conſiſts, and which the Goſpel of 
Chriſt would bleſs them with the Enjoyment of. 


Let us-confider the Precepts ſeverally, biz. 


1. Refift not Evil, but whoſoever ſball ſmite thee 
on the Right Cheek, turn to him the other alſo. 


2. J any Man will fue thee at the Law, and 
take away thy Coat, let him have thy Cloak alſo. 


3. Wheſoever ſhall compell thee to go a Mile, 29 


_ with him twain. 


4. Give to him that aſteth thee, and from him 
that would borrow of thee, turn not thou away. © 


+ The firſt of theſe Precepts prohibits Wars: The 
Words, Reſiſt not Evil, which the Apoſtle expli- 
cates by, Not rendring Evil for Evil, not only 
| forbid the Injuring another, but the Avenging 
one's Self. The following Words, Whoſcever ſhall 
ſimite thee on the one Cheek, turn to him the other 
alſo, lay the Ax to the Root of the Tree; they 
eradicate Contention, by the Force of Love, and 
_ up the only plauſible Pretence of waging 
ar, viz, that of Self-Defence, or Self- Preſer- 
vation. War, conſidered as meerly offenſive, is 
ſo generally abhorrent to the Nature and Reaſon 
of Man, that even the worſt of Men, in Words 
uſually diſclaim it, and cover their ambitious 
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Purpoſes with a ſpecious Pretence of Injury re- 
ceived. This Pretence is effectually taken away 
by Chriſt's Precept, which enjoyns, a quiet and 
peaceable enduring of real Injuries, Patience un- 


der the higheſt Provecations, and an unwearied 


Exerciſe of that Cbrillian Magnanimity, which 
can bear Inſults and Revilings without returning 
any. This Patience is the Heraiſm of Chri/- 
tianity, the Effect of Faith and Truſt in God, 
and a viſible Demonſtration of that Dependence 
on, his Power alone for Preſervation, which is 
our reaſonable Duty: "Tis an Evidence of that 
perfect Love of God, which caſteth out the Fear 
of Man: Tis the Armour of Innocence againſt 
the Darts of Fury. A oft Anfwer, faith Solomon, 


turneth away Wrath. + The patient receiving of 


an Injury, carries with it a ſilent, but ſevere, 
Reproof to him who offer'd it; it ſets home 
upon his Conſcience the Evil of his Doings, by 
the convincing Energy of a better Example: IF 


' thine Enemy hunger, feed him ; if be thirſt, give 


him Drink; fo Halt thou beap Coals of Fire on 
his Head: This is the only Vengeance the Doc- 


trine of Chriſtianity admits of, viz. Overcom- 


ing Evil with Good, Love and Peace, being eſ- 


ſentially and originally Good, have a kind of 


natural Dominion over Hatred and Diſcord, whoſe 


Origin is Evil, This the Inſtance in the Text, 


tends to illuſtrate ; For if a Man ſinite me an 
the Face, and I. bear. it with a Spirit of Meek- 
| nels, my Patience naturally checks his Paſſion ; 
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' + Prov. xv. 1, * Rim, xil. 20. 
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if he repeats the Tnjury, it muſt de with Re- 
luctance; till a continued Patience, confirming a 
Senſe of my Innocence in the Conſcience of the 
Aggreſſor, effectually ties up his Hands from 
farther Abuſe. But, if h? ſnites me, and I re- 
turn the Blow, he has the ſame Pretence for his 
Yecond Stroke, as I had for my firſt, and thus the 
Injury becomes mutual, one provocation excites 
another, Acts of Hoſtility and Violence become 
reciprocal, and the Neceſſity of Self- Defence is 
pleaded on both Sides: Thus War is fomented, 
and Strife continued, for want of Obedience to 
Chriſt's Precept, which would have put a Stop 
to its Progreſs in the Beginning. Such is the 
Excellency of this Precept, in its literal Accepta- 
tation, that it really eſtabliſhes all who mutually 
obſerve it, in that State of perfect Peace which 


the Deſign of the Goſpel is to introduce; and  ® 


tends to promote the general Happineſs of Man- 
kind, in Proportion to the Number of thoſe, 
who embrace the Doctrine it contains. 1 


The ſecorid of theſe Precepts, viz. F any Man 
dun ſue thee at the Law, and take away thy Coat, 
give him thy Chak alſo, appeats to me, in its 
literal Acceptation, to recommend ſuch a peace- 
able and Chriſtian Diſpoſition of Mind, as rather 
to ſubmit to Wrong, or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it, | ſuffer our ſelves to be defrauded;*' in earthly 
and temporal Concerns, than to be engaged in 
doubtful Contefts at Law, which tend to diſturb 
5, | D 2 - "that 
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that Peace and Tranquillity of Mind, wherein 


the Happineſs of a true Chriſtian doth princi- 
pally conſiſt. As then the Obſervation of this 
Precept hath a manifeſt Tendency to preſerve that 
Peace and Tranguillity of Mind, I fee no In- 
convenience in accepting it literally: And that 
the Quakers do ſo accept it, I think apparent by 
the eſtabliſhed Rules of their Society, by which 
the Suing one another at Law is forbidden. For 
as they regard this Precept, as binding upon all 
true Chriſtians, in regulating their mutual Con- 
verſe one with another; ſo they endeavour, in 
this Point, to live among themſelves, in the ex- 
emplary Practice of that mutual Love, and Obe- 
dience to Chriſt's Precept, which if univerſally 
obſerved, would eſtabliſh univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
and Peace among Mankind, and totally put an 
End to all Strife, Contentions, and Law-Suits, 


And, as the principal Aim of a true Chriſtian 
is, to enjoy an undiſturbed Peace and Serenity of 
Mind; I apprehend, that this Precept of Chriſt, 
is adapted to take away that, which hath an evi- 
dent Tendency, to diſturb that Peace, and inter- 


rupt that Serenity. 


The third of the foregoing Precepts of Christ, 
viz. Whofoever ſhall compel thee to go a Mile, go 
with him twain, recommends, by an obvious and 
familiar Inſtance, the Excellency of a loving and 
ſocial Temper, a Readineſs of Mind to excel in 
Acts of Benignity and Condeſcenſion, and volun- 
tarily to exceed the Expectation of others in that 

3 EIS Reſpect ; 


11 
Reſpect; ſhewing, that it behoves a Chriſtian 
Man to demonſtrate, by the moſt free and un- 
conſtrained Benevolence, that true Religion, is an 
Improvement of good Nature, and renders its 
Obſervers exemplary in the Exerciſe_of eyery Of- 
fice of mutual Complacence and Humanity. 
The fourth and laſt of theſe Precepts, is, Give 0 
bim that aſketh thee, and from him that would bor rote 
of thee, turn not thou away. The Practice which 
our Saviour here recommends, is but a neceſſa 
Conſequence of that Love to God, and our Neigh- 
bour, which he thus expreſſes in another Place; 
viz. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 
Strength, and with all thy Mind; and thy Neigh- 
bour as thy Self.* From this general Precept, of 
loving God, doth proceed, that of loving our 
Neighbour. And the Demonſtration of both con- 
fiſts in Acts of Charity, and Liberality: bab 
bath this World's Good, and ſeeth his Brother have 
need, and ſhutteth up his Bqwels of Compaſſion from 
him, how dwelleth the Love of Gad in him? || And 
again, He that loveth not his Brother .whom be 
hath ſeen, how can he love God bam he hath nat 
ſeen ? + From a ſincere and ardent Love of God, 
that mutual Love one towards another, which 
the Spirit of Chriſtianity inculcates, doth as na- 
turally flow, as a Stream from its Fountain; and 
where that mutual Love is, mutual Acts of Char:ty, 
as Occaſion requires, cannot be wanting. And 
5; . Deen ſuch 
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ſich are the Kerr which the Tr cbj joins. So 
that the literal Meaning, and moſt obvious Senſe 
of this Text, ſeems to me to convey no other Doc- 


ttine than what is perfectly conſiſtent with the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 


Thus have I 3 to ſhew, that the 
e Nature of the Subject,“ which is that of u. 
rual Love among Chriſtians, * ſeems evidently 
* to require, that the whole Paſſage,” contain- 
ing the Precepts of Chriſt above recited, ought 
to be underſtood literally.” If herein my Sen- 
timent differs, from that of © many Perſons of 
de the brighteſt Penetration,” who (as our Author 
pag. 6, fays) ** take"one Part literally, and greatl) 
* qualify "he other in their Interpretations,” tis 
becauſe I have not attained to that ſuperlative De- 
df Penetration; nor can I diſcern any Part 
f the Paſſage which in its literal Senſe is not per- 
aly conſiſtent with; and tending to promote 
that mutual Love which ought to preſide among 
Chriſtians ; and which thoſe who are really ſuch, 
are required to exhibit themſelves to- the World 
as lively Inſtances of, by the moſt exemplary 
Parte and een of Converſation, : 


But, Hays our Author; « Is my Perſon by this 
* Doctrine expoſed to all Infults and Abuſes? 
<< Muft I quit my own Ability to defend ' myſelf, 
in Obedience to this Precept and Command; 
* am I in fo doing altogether as ſafe under the 
« Care and Providence of God, as though I ad- 
or” hered 0 the Lau and Dittes of Nature.“ — 
5 9 4 
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this I freely. anſwer, I know of no Safety but 
under the Care and Providence of God: I know. 
of no Law, or Dictates of Nature, which direct 
Men to ſeek Preſervation in any thing elſe but 
the Care and Providence of God: I know of 
no Ability a Man hath to defend himſelf, abſtract 
from the Care and Providence of God: I think 
he hath not a Moment of Exiſtence, but what 
depends on the immediate Care and Providence of 
God. And that every Conceit of his own Abilities 
abſtract from that Care and Providence, proceeds - 
from the Arrogance and Preſumption of his 
Heart, and is utterly inexcuſable and indefenſible. 
Wherefore I diſmiſs theſe Queries till their Au- 
thor ſhall have prov'd the Hypotheſis upon which 
they are founded ; ; and which, till then, I ka 
e . e 17 0 


1 condur with this Author in what he go 
pag. 7, that © the Authority is the /ame in both 
&« Caſes, of Fighting, and going to Law; but 
then I underſtand the Precepts of Chriſt in both 
Caſes literally. And. io ſo underſtanding them, 1 
adhere to the very ſe and Deſign of the 
Goſpel of Chr, WS. we Introduction of that 
univerſal Peace and Righteouſneſs, wherein 
Wars and Contention will — totally excluded: 
As many ag thro Obedience to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt have already attained to this State, qught. 
to abide and continue therein, notwithſtanding the 
 Infults and Ahuſes. of wicked and unreaſouable 
Men. They ought not to be moved from their 
e * the Cantadition of Sinners: A. | 


bing 


1 241 

gainſt which, the only Remedy the Goſpel pres 

ſcribes, | is an invincibie Patience: If, * che 
Apoſtle, when ye do well and ſuffer for it, ye 
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. + And 
this Remedy will at length effectually conquer all 
Oppoſition : For ſo is the Will of God, that with 
2 „A may put to Silence the Ignorance of 


Fooliſh Men.* That he that is of the contrary Part 


may be 8 having no evil thing to ſay of you. 
This 3 is a Chriſtian's Triumph over © Men of 


wicked and baſe Principles,” not by fi ghting 


them at their own Weapons, and fubduing Evil 
by a fuperior Force of Evil ; but by that Sove- 
raignty and Dominion of Virtue over Vice, which 

Nature itſelf hath eſtabliſhed in every rational 


Being; and which the Precepts of Chriſftranity 
moſt effectually reinforce. 


Againſt the literal Senſe of the Precept, Give to 
_ that aſketh thee, and from him that would bor- 
of thee, turn not thou away. Our Author ſtates 

this Objedtion, « There are, ſays he, many ſublan- 


<« tial Men among the Quakers, who were they to 


* conform literally to the Injunction of giving 
* and lending, would ſoon be impoveriſh'd and 
© made needy themſelves, by the conſtant De- 
<« mands of worthleſs and indigent Perſons.” But 
if he will conſider this Precept in its true Light, 
as an Injunction of mutual Duty, to be not only 


ſtrictiy and literally, but alſo IE conform- 


ed to among Chrifttans in general ; may ſee 


the 


* dls dw. _—— 4 8 — 


+1 Pet. ii. 20. 1 Pet, ii. 15. 4 Tit. ii. 8. 
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is Objeckk jon, Wg hs hat the Faxt i <4 * 


Bl AS. ans, m both 1 5 
and En KD K 19 debe wha 

45 en or Wakes Web Fer or N — 5 
even to 0 G 7h be al- 
lowed, wei t recer rm rn, Senf . 
becauſe the Words Tem ig and. ler-, 


bibi 0 plainly i imply Kg | * of the 

and 500 Þ 7＋5 5 Wand hy 51 8 5 ae 
neceffrily Import the. ili. 74 T the 80150 er and. 

V' 
0 Precepts' is bes; 


ant Abilit EV: the Age 4g the 
5 both dels and impra Aſcable, But y re. 
ab 


wants Ku the. other ah, che lajänet ion 
In Force”; and by giving and ending. 
wn underſtood, not © only a merqi d. 
a} enevolent t Diſpoſition of Sul, ready and — 
cc 41 0 to, alſiſt and comfort,” but alſo, 12 ac: 


And Ending really to 4 M. a (er: 


New og 50% An Needy... So. alſo. b 9 
A Law, is 19 1 2 Celan, ot 5 1 


harmleſs, meek, uit, and peaceable, as ther. pa- 
gl 0 end 3 wrong, and ſaffer the rh | \ ta; 
de fraud, than to diſquiet themſelves, "with _ 
Liu suit, ah in the "FO. of Trifles, __ 

j * 


. — os 
. 


| that Peace of Mi which: is the true 
of ebe fe gacy 


5 FR Lillies,” and fre 


 «. dence of God, as are the Sparrows, na 


4 


egacy of G own giving 3. 
Poo. leave with" you, my Peace I groe unto. 

e leaſt Portion of this is 09. PF *- 
for any, tempor al ee y 


Our ner is ad, pag. 9. 10, 11, to de- 


* of, Sþ « 


ſcant upon ſome other 8 of our Saviour, 
bs ** expreſſes, viz. That ar ſhould take 


ugh for he Mere, for our. 1 es, or for 
all eat and Drink ; that: God * 
ds the $ ows, will, 
abundantly provide | for- for bis Chillers, ale pr] 
much 752 than many Sparrous: This, /ays le, 
« 5s poſitively ſ de And if Jiterally taken, *. 


ec eds all wman. re and Induſtry ; _ W 


<« ſhould be as totally dependent on the Prov- 


8 


Ee 
4e 4 0 Lillies therdflven 


| which repreſents. the Cre hires of Chat : 
ae ng, as * ee on t che Prov | 
of God, ap to me unreaſonable ; ; "oP 


apprehend, that the /uferior. Reaſon. of an, 155 
not leſſen, but increaſe his Dependence on 
i It enables him to diſcern, the Fay 


and Weakneſt of his Conſtitution, and to magn 
and adore the Power of him who is both his. 


Mw; and Preſerver. It ſhews him the Uncer-. | 


ty of his Exiſtence. here, and that be knows, 

not ke ſhall be on the Morrow, Tis therefore 

reaſonable that his Care and Induftty ſhould, an ak; 

his Kmeledge is, be limited to the Freſent Time, 

and that he ſhould not be e for a Funarity 
0 jy 


* 


_ tho” ken 7zterally, 


©S) 


if Things, os, in their own Nature to him, . 
gether uncertain. ' 'His preſent * and e 
i end Nen te "9H 1 | 
that mut be ririh un W of red 
who made Him careful and Induſtribus and with- 
out whoſe Bing, Fi No Care and hiluftry can't 

ben u L uf Hen ve So that the 
2255 Which forbids x 1 7 ht for the Mor- 

n 


ot exclude human 
Care und ſtry, but ou it within its 


Sphere of Dependence on the Providence of Ga God, 
which ever includes both the Means ind the End 


of whatſoever conduceth to the 1 © of the 
Creatures which he hath made. 


err 


1 appretiend, that this Kuttivy a kat ex. 
preſs 4 becoming |Revetenice for the Precept of 
Chriſt, when he repreſents it as /iterally. oppoſite 
do the Duty of "Mut; Whith he feems to me 
do, whe He Sp THe Yo, * All wife and 8000 
Us Men take {tne ght for the Morrow, tis 
« their" Duty ſo to do.“ But the expreſs Words 
of our d, are, J ho 5 0 for. too Mor- 
v. "Thus he afferts, that tis Duty of all 
i# Mich, to do whit” the Precept of 
our Siber c, And literany ptohibits, This 
amoutits to a flat Chntradiction, och as 1 think, 
Chriſt 1% P te cannot admit; and that the 
+ wk has reaſon to ſuſpect, that a miſtalen No- 
tion of Man's $ kd him into it: Perad- 
venture he Has flöt roughly conſidered this 
Point; and that Þ 5 and ſe Men having no 
aſſured Fururity in rol World, can exerciſe a pre- 


| ſent 


not of themſelves, find an abſolute N N 
| notwithſtanding their. daily Diligence; to be con- 
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1 
Got honeſt nf Joſe in carthly Matters, _ 
ſetting up, t emſelyes, or leſſening that 
on Gt QED, for their aged 
phich. is*th jeir reaſonable P ty: T Ke 
he Fruits of their. Ne jus Th che 


tinually praying to God in Sincerity and J. ruth, 
Give 115 this Day our. Daily-bread :. The Limita- 
tion of this Petition to the, preſent Day's Supply, 
5 correſ nds with the Probibition of taking 
Thought for the Maren, eſtabliſhes, the Neceſſity 
8 a continual Dependence, on the 1 8 55 of 
od; and makes the, 1 . of a, Chtiſtian, as 
to outward Things, commenſurate with his Care 

and Duty N get reſtrictin 
fei wil the Verge.« of. e preſent Day 34 te 

27115 i 1190ove Hit 40 

2 17. us babe 1 propoſed 155 Rag inducing. me 
0 bell ie ve, that all the fore mentioned Precepts of 
hriſt, are to be underſtood accardi ng. to their 
e e literal Senſe: And that in Caſes of poſi- 
ive Precept, no pretepded Fbraſcalegy. of Scrip; 
ture ought to be admitted in Contradiction to the 
plain and obyjous Senſe; becauſe the Admiſſion 
of that Pretence, has a manifeſt Tendency to ſub- 
vert the Doctrine of the Goſpel of . . 258 


| Fen der his fene uſeleſs and ägnißcant. 


1 * | 


The next "Text this Autor? ce to. 8 
amine is, Our Saviour s Anſwer to (Pilate an his 


M * Exarnination * My Nig, 16 vat. of this 


9 


* Amn n 
1 S $44 Se 


* * Jobn vii. 36. n 
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Hor lu, e would my Servants fight, that 1 Bula 
<« not be delivered to the jew. Now, /ays be; 
« in what manner this proves their Point, that 
« all Fighting is forbid by Chriſtianity; 1:!pro- 

*« fefs I dg nt ſee.” Vet imſelf acknowledge 
that the Natute of Chriſt's Kingdom is . to eſta- 
16 pliſh a, Spiritual Dominion over Sin in the Soul.. 
Now thoſe. in whom ſuch a Spiritual Dominion 
aver Sin is eſtabliſhed, are freed from the Occaſion 
of Wars and. Strife, whoſe, Original is Sin. This 
himſelf fo fat conſents to, as to ſay, that! Fight- 
ing and Oppreſſion bave always proceeded from 
« the worſt Sort of Mey,” viz: thoſe in whom 
Chriſt's Spiritual Dominion over Sin in the Saul is 
not eſtabliſhed. The plain Conſequence of all which 
is, that 0 far as Chriſt's Sp iritual Dominion over 
Sin is eſtabliſhed, ſo far the Occaſion of Wars and 
Fighting is taken away. And as the Intent of 
Chriſt's co ing into the World, was the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Spiritual Dominion over Sin univer- 
ſally am akne it muſt neceſſarily follow, 
that the: Effect of that univerſal. Eſtabliſhment .of 
it's. See Dominion, would be an entire 

e of the Cauſe r Mar, and a total. —— 
tion of Fighting. and Oppreſſion., This is that pe 
fect State of the Goſpel of Peace, foretold by 0 the 
Prophets, which a Subjection to the Spirit of Chriſt 
hath already brought ſome; into, and which they 
firmly believe, ſhall more and more ſpread among 
the Nations, until the Kingdoms of this World are 
became the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of: bis Chriſt, 

ene be 4325 rg for ever ang 4 ever, Nr. xi. 15. 


3 3 " Abet 


[$] 
| Theſe peaceable Obrihians are the beſt Mem- 
bers and Sabzects of u worMly Kingdom ; their 
"of Peace is a ſubſtantial Bond of” Fide- 
ly and Allegiance to the Government they ve 
under: The Eſtabliſhment of \Chrift's ſpititual 
Dominion over 'Sin in the Seu, which 3 
them from fighting, enlarges their Hearts to the 
faithful Performance of every Office of Love and 
Benevolence, pertaining to t Happineß of Hu- 
man Society; of which Happineſs, Love and Peace 
are principal Ingredients : Theſe Social Virtues are 
oh Cardinal DoQrines of Chriſtianity, without 
which Human Society eannot be: For tho' this 
* aſſerts, p. 13, that Religion is one 
* Thing, and Human Society, with its Privileges, 
* quite another,” yet have they à neceffary Cen- 
neon, and the Latter cannot fubſiſt 5 that 
Love and Peace which the Former en re They 
are both. “ immediately in Gol's Hand, 

hath ordained -the one Apes re Wire 6 
chert And 1 think, this Author makes an un- 
warrantable Diſtigction, when he fays, . One is 
4 722 immediately in God's Hand, the othet in 
'Meaſute iet to the N iſdom and OEco 

4 „ef Man“ Thus he infinuates an Abjente 
God's Providence, and à withdrawing of bim, 

who upbolMeth all Things, ber the Exiſtence of 

Human Society at Infiuation as wp pron 

falſe; as it it true char in him we Boe and mid 
aud have or Being. This Diſtincion th 


dende S. Faul was abundantly N N But 
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L 32 1 3 
does he prove: that? Me. C iuil Magsftrate, ſays 
* he, St, 7 tg is the 8 
« ſet up by his Authority, to be a Terror to Evil 
„Does and a Praiſa to them that do well ; that 
he is Gods Miniſter, attending continually on 
« this very Thing, and that we ought to — 
<< and be obedient, not only for Fear but for Con- 
ſeienge Sake: n P- 
« that Gvil Power, as. taught by St. Pau —- 
cr realy oppoſite to Chriſt's —— 
| « fifing Evil: Take, ſays he, the Precept in St. 
Marthe, and, this Doctrine of St. Paul, both 
« in 2 Iiteral Senſe, and they amount to an abſo-! 
„ lite Contradiction, and any Man alive may be! 
< challenged toſhew 26 in mr Tbis 78 a 
pert and fofitivez, and yet perhaps may be a M6-- 
Aale: For, as we, have | ſhewn; the Pre- 
cept in Matthew forbins. rendring. Eu r Evil, 
but the Jaffa of Government in — 199 
Cr cab oy th aa tal the: —— wy 


in 
Euil witk Good; —— — 
45 9 of, Neue and good 5 


1 3 Þ 
that Precept r But when he ſays, that this „ ig to 
i xeſiſt Evil in che fulleſt ang compleateſt Man- 
61 nur, by the Conſent of All Sorts of Chriſtians,, 
he is miſtaken; becauſe? ſome! Soft of Chriftians 
do think; that to convinee and reclaim” Sinner 
from the: Evil of his Ways, by the convineing 
Force of Love and good Example, ma poſſi ibly 
on ſome Occaſions be as full and compleat a Man- 
ner of reſting Evil, as any *P union nt the Law 


camilikcto S114! * K E. 2 7433 1 0 57 0 100 9 4 
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nt 3009974 241 ad N wail at 8 
10 ie tells us ee 15 * Tit in man Inſtances, 
—— — ict] cannot ſubſiſt wit out Fi 4 
„Ding: And attempts, p. 16, 17, 18, to 
ſuch Inſtundes, and particaldrly- the Cale: of the” 
late zviched Rebellion, in which he aſeribes to the 
Power of Man; that Prefervation-which'ought to 
be attributed to the Prodbiuence 'of God. This 
n of Man, is: with him, „ eſſential to the 
very Being and Preſetvation of Civil, Govern- 
% ment: Without this, % ir, Our Laws 
< muſt at leaſt have been deſtroyed; our Liber- 
<. ties taken away; our Perſons ' enſlaye@; and 
every Thing 5 pot er Diſorder and Confuſion. 
But i in A this, I think, he reaſoneth not aright, 
in making that efential, which at moſt is but 
circumſtantial : As good Government is ordained of 
God, his Peer and Providence alone ate! efſential 
to its Preſervation: And to affirm, that *a good 
Government under the Protection of his Power | 
and Providence, cannot ſubſiſt without fighting; 
appears to me very little, if at all, ſhort of deny- 
ing the 2 of-that Power” and Provi- 


4 8 dence. 
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dence. 'Whetefore,/ my Sentiments on this Si. 


ject being eſſentially different from his, I think it. 


expedient to'expreſs them, in Relation to the In- 
ſtance he pen of the late Prefervation of our 


prefent Government; which I eſteem a good Go» 
vernment, and eminently ſo, when compat'd with 
the evil Government of its Invaders. This 


Government, I conſider, as under the protection or 


the Power and Providence of God; which alone 
is ſufficient for its Preſervation : And am clearly 
of Opinion, that ſuch a good Government might 
have been perfectly ſecure, in cafting all their 
Care upon him who Careth for them, without SEE 
Recourſe to outward Arms, had they been fo 
with a Sufficiency of Chr: 125 Faith 4 
have made the Experiment. Their Refort to Arms 
was not the Eſſect of Chriſtian Faith, but CE 
Human Frailty 3 4 Means, not appointed of of . 
but invented by Man, to ſupply the Weakneſs 95 
his Faith, and the Imperfection of his Tu and 
Confidence in God. It has been the Method o 
Divine Providence to manifeſt his Power, b 85 


en Deliverance of thoſe who truſt 1 in 


” obſerves, p. 18, that, If a good Magiſtra- 
cy is ever o 6 be id tis certainly worth 
of it in Tas 7 on as this.“ And 
cettainly i bu gealon, let 00 Magiſtra- 

cy cry 2 1e Dob-d in their Trouble; and he wilt 
bring them out of their Diftreſſes. But this Author, 
in Bar of Man's expecting his whole Help or 
«Affiſtance from the Hand of God,” inſiſts upon 
nis eee Power i in himſelf.” Which 


es of the greateff Diſfreſi. This Author 
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etended Power in himſ calls his r 
Foto, and the Aſſiſtance of > 2 ſecond. Help; 
This Preference of the Power of Man to the Af 
ile of God, I- think is both anti-ſcriptutal 
irrational; but as I have herein before lee 
5870 Man is got inveſted with the Power of pre- 
ſerving himſelf, let it ſuffice, that what he calls 
his e Help, is no Help at all; and what he calls 
a "ſecond Help, is N . the only Help he has. 
Put not, faith the Plalmiſt, your Truſt in Princes, 
nor in the Son of Man, in whonsthere is no Help. , 
And a again, My Help cometh \ from 1 the Lord, en 

made Heaven and Earth.+ This Help is che onl 

Preſervation of Man; for unleſs the rd keep t 
City, the Watchman waketh but in:vain.|| To this 
Help of God, in the firſt Place, the late Deliyer- 
ance of this Nation and. its Government, . is. to be 
aſcribed, and not to their Ve of Arms; for altho* 
God in his gracious Condeſcenſion may be pleaſed, 
85 petmit Men engaged in a Hees Cauſe, to de- 
bot their Enemies with ſuch s as their Lita 
' the Faith may eie db. them to — uſe of; yet 
we may not reſtrict the Power of divine Deliver- 
ances to ſuch outward Means, as the worſt of Men 
= the greateſt Dependence in; and in that De- 
pendence - juſtly meet with deſerved Deſtruc- 
tion. But they that place their intire Dependence» 
on. the Power and Providence of Gad, are certainly, 
in the Reaſon. and Nature of Things, much bet- 
ter. intitled to his immediate Care and Protect ion, 
| Gap. thoſe who. bed their . mar 5 

Re 7 18 0 Suc 
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duch an entire Dependence on Providence would 


render the Uſe of Arms untieceſfary;: And I am 
really of Opinion, that the Excellency of the 
reſent Government of this "Nation, and- the 
Juſtice of the Cauſe it is engag'd in, do ſo far in- 


title them to the Divine Favour, that had they, in | 


full Aſſurance of Faith, food ill they might 
have „gen the Salvation of God, without Picheng 
Nevertheleſs, with reſpect to ſuch Men of Vir- 
tae,” Power, and Courage, as, having not yet at- 
tained to the Perfection of Chriſtian Faith in this 
Point, are exerting themſelves in the Cauſe of 
Juſtice and Liberty, I detra& not from their due 

lauſe and Commendation; nor do I in the 
— deny, that God, in Regard to the Equity of 
their Cauſe, may, and doth give them Succeſs, 
and Victory, to the deſerved Chaſtiſement of che 
wicked Promoters of Tyranny and arbitrary Pow- 
er. But, I de not think, that ſuch favourable 
Providence of God towards them, doth neteſſa- 
rily imply his Approbation of ſuch Meaſures, as 


the 'Deficiency - * . F aich indeed them by 


have recourſe to. A 70 
Off ey Ft Ton Yao. © f BY; 
The next Paſlagof Spee cited by our Au- 

thor is this of the Apoſtle James, viz. From 

hence come Wars and Figbtings amongſt you, 

r come they not hence even of your Liufts? * This 

Text, as himſelf acknowledges, reſpects the 

or Source or Beginning of Wars, which take their 

2 ra in Avarice and Ambition amongſt the 
te F 2 . TY worſt 
16 | 
E | de Fame iv. 1. 
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“ worſt Sort of Men.“ Seeing then the 
End and Purpoſe of Chriſt's Comin 42 ns 
away the Sins of -the World, * of which Avatice 
and Ambition are none of the leaſt, it muſt have 


Wars totally to prevent them. 


The next Thing this Author. remarks, p. — 
is, that a: certain great, and indeed judicious 
©  Apologiſt for the Quakers, is pleaſed to obſerve, 


that when the Soldiery came to a mg” obn 


<« the. Baptiſt, what they ſhould do, part of hig 
% Anſwer was, do Violence to no Man; + "which 
« this great Writer ſeems to think equivalent 
with an — Probibition of War, it being 
* hard to perceive, how War ſhould ſubſiſt with+ 
< out Violence.” This Obſervation of the amy 
logiſt is reaſonably. founded on the Difficulty o 


of pers 
ceiving bow War "ould ſubf;/t without Violence. The 


only. rational Way of confuting it, were to ſolve 
that Difficulty, which yet this Author does not ſo 
much as attempt. But inſtead of that endeav! 

by ſtarting a Variety of Senſes in the Prohibition 
itſelf, to avoid the true one: May not, ſays he, 
this Violence be underſtoad, _ of Offenfive 
Var.“ I think it may not: Becauſe, I appre- 
hend, that is a Diſtinction which Soldiers are not- 
admitted to make. Or, adly, ſays be, that 
When an Enemy is by the Fortune of War in- 


* tirely in our Power, — fave or deſtroy, Soldiers 


en then de nn ſparing of Men's 


« Lives.“ 


- * wes % 
— — 
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„ 

« Lives.” But I cenrelve this Schſe will not hold, 
becauſe be Bounds of it are excetding; narrow, 
and bear no juſt Proportion to the Extent of We | 
_ Ar: Prohibiriog.:- Or, ſays he, 4dly, It 

y be: underſtood. of thoſe private Plunders, 
40 Pillagas and Ravages, which common Soldiers 
« are too liable to be found in. 'Which Senſe 1. 
can admit, becauſe it hinders not, but that it may 
— underſtood of publick Pluriders, Pillages, and 
avages, unleſo he can ſhew wherein theſ are leſs 
en to Mankind than the other ; for till that 
ſhewn, the Reaſon of the Prohibition 2 
extends to both; and the following Advice,  To-be. 
content with their Wages, may be a diſtinct Cau- 
tion, not to be mutinous or troubleſome about their 


Pay, and may have no Relation either to the Laws: 1 


fulnsſs-or CARA oa their g 


ww” tion 
He -kmledgen p. 20, that IWari is 8 very tans 
rible! and undefirable' State; but queries, Tg 
be 2 not be more terrible to remain quiet and un- 
ppoſing under the horrid Murders, Ra | 
1 2 Ml: cDeveſtations! of . execrable abandor'd Ti b 
t laing? I anſwer; that in ſuch a — the 
Condition of the Patient is much to be prefert d 
before that of the Agem; and ſuffering. Innocence” 
is fat ore deſirable, and leſs terrible, K inſult- 
ing Wickedngſi; the former is perfectly Chriſtian,” 
and the latter Diabolical: The former exceeding 
good and virthoss,) the latter abominably cui and 
vicious. "Wherefore, I think, his Diſccurſe, p. 20,” 
has an Inconfiſencr in its Terms; ; his mentioning the 
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L 38 ] 
fiable; and the. Mercy and Juice of continuing 
Gruelty and Abuſe; and of keeping War allve for 
the Good of the dubole, which good can never be 
accompliſhed but by its Extindfiun ſeems tome 
not e clear and intelligible as the Bx- 
preſſions of a Man, Oy _ ts to be un- 
Erftood, N r to be. 0 e 213 

3} £41 ait n 11 s 110 
[ What our Aer next erh ide of: 40 4 
Book intitled, A Defence of Quakeriſm, = b 
Beſſe, in anſwer to a Preſervative againſt Quaker" 
im, written by Patrick! N Vicar — — 
Paxton in Bd 4a al Ens 


The Paſſages i in this Booby which he ci 8 
md upon, from his 2 1ft to the 29th Page, 
were written in Anſwer to the Vicar's Attempt of 
reſtricting Chriſt's Precepts, Matt. v. 38, &c. 
within the Limits of certain Terms of his on 
Invention, ſuch as all - tolerable Injuries, and in- 
coufiderable L Debts and Treſpaſſes; upon which the 
Writer of the Defence of : — obſerves, 
Thus does he, (the Vicar) pla upon our Sa- 
4 viours Precept with Words of uncertain 

<<, nification,' ſuch as, all rolerable Tnjuries's WO 
« can ſettle the Meaning of theſe Terms? What 
*« Injucies are they, which a violent and furious: 
”, W wictable; SW. 

& 15 5 5 131 h biin 

b 1 this our ianiifnd Author, in the Vicar'sStead, | 
returns this Anſwer, © The violent and furious Mam 
s not fit to judge aright of the Extent of this 
" e but a meel and reaſonable Man, may 


N | * 


E 39 ] 


« pretty dean Na and diſtinguiſh betwixt thoſe 
<« .Injuzies which, are My * thels more are nat 
& L en be endende n {4 [tp 


„ b Was ” — 1 


194 


To this I . — . a 2 aa 3 Man, 
will think.719, Tnjurtes tolerable, ſo a meek and rea. 
fonable Man, endued with Chriſtian Patience, will 
think 10 Injuries intolerable; becauſe in the Exer- 
ciſe of; that Feen Het as erte to | beax 
hems, Dit * 3 
5 "The W riter 4 the Defence of — pro- 
ceeds; *© Let our Adverſary inform us, what De- 
« oree of Intereſt that is, which will warrant 
<8 Man' 8 ann with the 3 of LINK, 


o ARTS he Author enen 60 nl 
<<. will warrant this: But here the Queſtion is ei 
«« ther evaded ot begged ; the Precept "itſelf. in 
cc readily admitted, but the Extent: of it, whether 
«it be — or figurative, is the very ond in 
-- \ Queſtion, and (2 Thing to be debeted. 


"Tp his reply: That 1 Few herein before 
argued that Point, and endeavour d to ſettle che 
Thing in Debate, by ſhewing that the Precept of 
Chriſt is to be underſtood according to Hates literal 
Acceptation: The Queſtion therefore being now 
pertipent, 1 take, bis Anſwer to it for.conclulive, 
V2. »* That no Intereſt will warrant a Man's 
oy . diſpenſing with. the Precept of Chriſt,” and con- 
{equently, that in point of Obedienee to Chtiſt's 
palitipe-; Precept, the Diſtinction made by the 


of} * Vicar 


[ 44 } 
Vicar of tolerable and intolerable Inzufics, 4nd of 
 Gonhiderable: and axconfiderable Ditereft, ean huve no 
Place; becauſe thoſe Injuries which haſty Men 
call intolerable, a Chriſtian Patience, in bearing 
them for Chriſt's Sake, makes ig 5 and 125 
And that Intereſt in temporal Things which 
of this World may call confaderable, may, when 
put in Competition with the rich Reward and Be- 
nefits of Obedience to Chriſt's Command, up 

r to true Chriſtians, inconfiderable and 

leſs. Wherefore I eſteem theſe Terms of Di/- 
tinction, as empty and frivolous Amuſements, in- 
vented to divert the * Seng of A wp Giri 
m_ Fee. £4 way | | 
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The Writer of * ; Defence f Quakeriſm, in 
order to ſhew the Ambiguity of the Vicar's 
Terms, obſerves, *© That may be an inconfifer- 
« able Intereſt to one 5 1 o another 
* wes Sag his Main.” SHTSÞO 

In his Anſwer to ids rag; an; our cis; 
plainly acknowledges, ** that we cannot eſtabliſh 
« A Criterion that will ſuit every Body,” Which, 
I think, amounts to a Conceſſion! that the Vicar's 
Terms are of uncertain Signification, and have no 
fixed Meaning; which is the Point intel on. ö 


He again, 2 makes th following Gita 
tion from is e uakeriſm, vis. © But 
T this manner of - Diſcourſe is —_— with ano- 

ther Abſurdity; it ſes Chriſt to  enjoin 
« * the leer Degwer of Coon Wann but not 


LY 


? * \ 
„ 1 
die the greater: For Inſtance, Patience is a Cbriſtian 
« Virtue; Our Opponent admits, that Chriſt's 
Precept obliges us to ſuffer patiently 40! fole- 
% rable Injuries; but that he doth not reſtrain bis 
Followers from going to Law to defend ſome 
e confiderable Intereſt. This is contrary. to Rea- 
e {fon and the Nature of Chriſt's unlimited Pre- 
cept, which that Man beſt obſerves, who practiſes 
c in the higbeſt Degree the Virtue recommended. 
e If 'tis a Virtue to bear a little Afront, tis cer- 
e tainly a larger Degree of that Yirtue to hear 


* 


4 Greater, &c. 


The Anſwer of our Author to this, is as fol- 
lows ; Here our Saviour's Precept is at once 
« affirmed to be unlimited, and that going to Law 
“to defend ſome conſiderable Intereſt, is an ex- 
<c preſs Violation of it; though the Qyakers make 
* no Scruple to ſhelter themſelves and Properties 
* under the Law, How many Applications to 
e Parliament have they paid, and retained Coun- 
sci to plead for; has not this been done by 
them as a Body ? And ſurely this is incon- 
te ſiſtent with this Gentleman's Account of 
* Chriſt's unlimited Precept. 


To which my Reply is; That tho' I undertake 
zot the Defence of Men's Practices, but of Chriſts 
Pran 3 nor do I think that his Commands are 
to he meaſur d by their Conformity; yet I ap- 
prehend in this. Inſtance, there is no Contrariety 
ee them; becauſe an Application to Parlia- 
nent may be conſiſtent with a Diſpoſition entirely 
peaceable 


” SM 1 
peaceable : It has nothing in it of that avenging 
ed irritating Nature, which mutual Conteſts — 
Law are ordinarily attended with. For which 
Reaſon I think this Inſtance of the Quakers ap- 
plying to Parliament, is not pertinently alledged, 
nor is at all inconſiſtent with the Account which 
the Author of the Defence of Quakeriſm hath 
given of Chriſt's unlimited Precept, i. e. a Pre- 
cept wherein is no Limitation either expreſs'd or 


neceſſarily implied. 


Our Author continues his Anſwer, and ſays, 
% Nor does the Limitation I have fo much plead- 
« ed for in the Interpretation of this Precept, at 
tall ſuppoſe Chriſt to enjoin the leſſer, rather than 
&« the greater Degrees of Chriſtian Virtue.” To 
which I reply, That as the Writer of the Defence 
of Duakeriſm, had nothing to do with this Author 
or his Pleadings, 'tis ſufficient for that Writer, 
that the YVicar's Limitation by him pleaded for, 
did infer that Suppoſition. 1 808 


Our Author, pag. 24, aſſerts, that Every 
c Virtue carried beyond a certain Pitch, loſes 
« its Nature, and becomes Vice.” But this I 
think to be a Miſtake, and that the Nature of 
Virtue has ſuch a Contrariety to that of Vice, as 
is utterly incapable of any ſuch Tranſinutation or 
Tranfubſtantiation, as that the One of them can 
ever become the other of them. I have always 
thought, that the greateſt Degree of Virtue, was 
at the fartheſt Diſtance from Vice: And that the 
Frailty and Infirmity of Man is ſuch, as that he 

28 F os need 


r ES 
need not apprehend any Danger of extending his 
Practice of Virtue to an Exceſs. Our Author's 
guarding againſt that is therefore unneceſlary ; 
and tis unreaſonable, becauſe tis not the Exceſs, 
but the Dęfect of Virtue, which borders upon 
Vice. He tells us, pag. 24, that All Virtues 
“ have their Bounds ;” but he errs in aſſigning the 
proper Extent of them, when he makes the 
Virtues of giving and lending, meerly ſubſer- 
vient to the Conveniencies of a Man and his 
Family ; whereas our Saviour himſelf extends 
them to the utmoſt, not of Men's Conveniencies, 
but of their Abilities. J, ſays our Lord to a rich 
Man, thou wilt be perfect, go and ſell that thou 
haſt, and give to the Poor, and thou ſhalt have 
reaſure in Heaven ; gnd come and follow me.* 
But this Advice not ſuiting his Convenzency, be 
went away ſorrowful, having too much of this 
World's Riches to be willing to part with 'em. 
This giving up his All, is a Criterion that will 
** ſuit every Man; becauſe it makes every Man's 
Ability, be it more or leſs, the Meaſure of his 
Charity: For if there be firſt a willing Mind, 
it is. accepted according to that a Man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not. 1 Cor. viii. 12. 


Our Author pag. 25, 26, ſeems unneceſſarily 
to be upon his Guard againſt an Exce/s of Pa- 
tience: Tho' probably, ſome Men may think, there 
is no ſuch Thing. A Man, /ays he, on the 
_« pacifick Principle, may fand ſtill, and be mur- 

WH | c der'd 
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* Mat. xix. 21. 


[ 46 ] 
e der'd by any Scoundrel or Villain.“ And if, 
he does fo, his Quierneſt renders the Guilt of 
ſuch a Villain the more inexcuſable, and his own. 
Innocence the more conſpicuous. He adds, There 
«1s a certain or proper Degree of Patience and 
« Forbearance to be exerciſed, beyond which we 
* cannot go, without giving too great Licence 
« and Encouragement to the Abuſer.” But I 
think, I have already demonſtrated, (pag. 18, 19. 
foregoing) that a continued Patience doth 1 | 
effectually diſcourage and reſtrain the Abuſer from 
repeating an Injury. He proceeds thus, For- 
** bearance is the firſt Good we ought in many 
&«&" Caſes to return for Evil; but that carried to 
&* a certain Pitch, another kind of Good ought to 
<< be returned for Evil. Bodily Chaſtiſement, or 
< the Correction of the Law, is ſometimes. the 
« greateſt Good that can be return'd for Evil: It 
© teaches the Offender to know and d better for 
<< the future.” But with this rendring Good for 
Evil, Chriſtian Forbearance, in its utmoſt Ex- 
tent, does not appear to me, in any wiſe incon- 
fiſtent 3 nor do I think, that᷑ ſuch Chaſtiſement as 
the Law hath appointed to Offenders, for the Re- 
formation of themſelves and others, is any Breach. 
of Chriſtian Patience and Forbearance : Becauſe I 
apprehend, that every private Chriſtian may ex- 
erciſe the utmoſt Patience ol Forbearance. in 
 fuffering Injuries, without interfering in any Degree 
0 the Authority and Power of the Magiſtrate | 


in puniſhing the Offender : So that the ſtricteſt 
Obligation of every Man's Obedience to Chriſt's 
unlimited Precept, has no Tendency to make the 

8 | 9 Law 


t. 46, J 


Law a meer Noſe of. Max; nor to prevent EY 
iſhment- of a murdering Villain. Wherefore, a 
Chriſtian Patience and  Forbearance, may be con- 
tinually ere and carried on, without giving: 


5 Kind of Crimima}'Indulgence to the Fol- 
hes the Vices, and Wickedneſs of Men.” TK. 


Our Author again, pag. 26, cites "Inch ths 
Preſervative againſt Quakeriſm, (pag. 22 1) this 
Paſſage, Let us intreat the Vicar, When he wall 
6 reconfider this Paragraph concernivg F orgive- 

e neſs, to bear alſo in Mind that Portion of the 
* Lord's Prayer, Forgive us our Debts, as we. 

e give. our Debtors, and he will eaſily — 
« what a lamentable Conſequence muſt attend 
< reſtricting the latter Part of that 5 to 
e incanſiderable Debts and Tropaſſes” | 


» 


In this Paſſage, the Writer of the Definitive; 
(hems, that the Virar's * ny Man's * 


93 — E—E_y 
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"FF a The Greatneſs of the Injuries which a 
„„to us, is the Reaſon (ſaith Archbiſhop, Tillasſan) 
6, commoniy pleaded by us, why we cannot forgive 
« them. But whoever thou art, that makeſt this an 
« Argument why thou canſt not forgive thy Bro- 
ether, lay thy Hand upon thy Heart, and bethink 
thy ſelf, how: many more and much greater Of. 
< fences thou haſt been guilty of againſt God: Look 
ce up. to that juſt and powerful Being that is above, 
<« and conſider well, whether thou doſt not both © 
c expect and ſtand) in need of more Mercy and Fa- 
<<, your from him, than thou canſt find in thy Heart 

* to ſhew to * offending Brother, We have all 


+ © certainly 


[46] 
of -Forgiveneſs to inconfiderable Debts and Trg 
paſſes doth conſequently reſtrict Man's Right of 
petitioning God for the Forgiveneſs of great Of- 
fences: A Conſequence, which, tho naturally de- 
duceable from the Vicars Reſtriction, ſeems to 
me lamentable beyond Expreſſion: And, I think, 
this Author, in attempting to evade that Con- 
ſequence, has gone beyond his Depth; when in 
pag. 27, be aſſerts, that ** It does not follow, that 
« forgiving all the Treſpaſſes committed againſt 
c us, infers the fame Forgiveneſs from God for 
<<. our ſelves.” In which Aſſertion he exprefly 
contradicts the Words of Chriſt himſelf, Mar. vi. 
14, If ye forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, your hea- 
venly Father will alſo forgive you. This gracious 
Declaration of the Divine Condeſcenſion to Men 
of merciful Diſpoſitions, he attempts to evade 
by this Conſtruction, viz. © If the Treſ 
4 committed againſt us may be few, whilft our 
* own Sins and Treſpaſſes againſt God and our 
« Neighbour may be many and enormous; 
% how then will pafling by a few, intitle us 
« to an abſolute Remiſſion of our many and 
« grievous Offences ? To think fo, is wantoning 

of 1424. Ns | „ with 
« certainly great Reaſon to expect, that as we uſe 
« one another, God will likewiſe deal with us. And 
6 yet, after all this, how little is this Duty practis'd 
« among Chriſtians? And how hardly are the beſt of 
(c us brought to love our Enemies, and to forgive 
« them? And this, notwithſtanding that all our 
c Hopes of Mercy and Forgiveneſs from God, do 
depend upon it.” Sermons in Octavo, Vol. 4. Edit. 
4 1695, pag. 116. 2 


. 


« with the Divine Mercy, and ſetting too low a 
<« Price on a Bleſſing of the moſt invaluable Na- 
<« ture.” In which, I think, he reaſoneth not 
aright : For the Words of Chriſt do not im- 
port the {etting of any Price on the Blefing of 
God 's Forgiveneſs ; nor do 2 imply any * 
or Merit on Man's Part: 2 only a free 
and gracious . Declaration of Goodwill . 
Pleaſure of God, who delighteth in Mercy, to 
reward thoſe who are merciful. Blſed, ſays Chriſt, 
in his Sermon on the Mount, are the Merciful, 
for they ſhall obtain Mercy :* Not by way of 
Purchale, Price, or Commutation, but of Reward 
and free Gift: Not of Debr, but of Grace. 
Wherefore this Author's Conftrudtion of ©* ſetting 
« a Price on the Divine Mercy,” ſeems to me a 
Perverſion of the Text in order to palliate his 
own Contradiction of it. And, I think, that in 
diſcourſing upon the Words of our Saviour, the 
Uſe of ſuch an Expreſſion, as © wantoning with 
« the Divine Mercy”. doth not beſpeak a decent 
and Chriſtian — And I do intreat him, 
when writing on ſuch ſerious Subjects, to beware 
of being ludicrous, and of permitting the Excur- 
ſions of his wanton Fancy: to exceed the Bounds 
of {lid Fudgment. I think the imaginary Cafe 
he has workt up 28, in Oppofition to the 
Patience and * — rance we plead for, is an 
Excurſion of that Sort: It behov an bumble Chriſe 
tian to expect ſuch a Degree of Patience as may 
| _— him under ſuch wicked and n. Caſes 


* 


5 * Mat. v v. 7. 
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a "5 declares. 


1 1 
ma he ſhall meet with id the rea] Octurrences of 


human Concerns, without 1 Views 


r is oblig d 
to invent, and from which ofly he is capable of 
deducing an Inference / imaginary, vis. 
that Fatience would rather be a Crime than a 
«.Yirtme.” I é concur with him, when in = 


Cloſe of a Paragraph, pag. 29, he ſays 
< ovght in the , Seeg Nie o on 


„ the Evil and the Ae ty to ir my the 


© near Relation we bear to our Father that is in 
5. Heaven.“ Tho', I think, thoſe Words, in the 
main, had been better left out, becauſe they ſeem 
70 iner meh a Limitation as the Doctrine of 


— Scripture one not any where expreſs. wy”. 


Our Auer, 29; cites another a Paragraph 
from the Pre 555 againſt Quaker im, uz. 
Pag. 221. To our 05 ents Dy, Does 
* not Chriſt fay,” His Kingdom is not of this 
« World, or elſe his Servants would fight for bim; 
« and does it follow therefore, that his Servants art 
r nr fo fight? We anſwer, that ſuch a Conclu- 
« fon does plainly follow from the Premiles; and 
* that his, (the Virar' ) ſaying, But he plain 
« ſuppoſes, that if bis Kingdom 2 been a "wor 
te Kingdom, his Servants would, and might have 
0 er. br for bim, is a weak Evaſion, grounded 

on a mere Conceit of an Impoſſibility, 
* vis. Chriſt's ſuppobing 1 the Reverſe of yer 1 
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[ 49 ]- 
Jo this our prefent Author anſwers, « This 
Point ſtands, I hope, pretty well accounted for 
in Pages 12 and 13 fo this Pamphlet.“ To 
which 7 reply ; What is there accounted for, I 
hope, is pretty well anſwered in Pages 28, and 29, 
of this Inquiry, Nevertheleſs, fince he is pleaſed 
to add fomewhat farther on this Point, I ſhall 
conſider it: He adds, pag. 29, 30. Our Sa- 
* viour, we allow, does not abſolutely make 
e ſuch a Suppoſition as the Vicar ſuggeſts, but, 
te 'tis nevertheleſs, an eaſy and plain Conſequence 
of Chriſt's Words, and what we may rationally , 
<« and plainly infer from them ; for as the Caſe 
* then ſtood, his Diſciples, or ſome of them, at 
e leaſt, would have fought for him ; the Mean- 
ing therefore of would, as it ſtands in the Text, 
* may be underſtood, they reaſonably might. 
This Conſtruction, 1 think'to be forced and _ 
natural; and that as the Text plainly 
Chriſt's Ferns to the Men of this World, 2 it as 
plainly ſets the Practice of the former in Oppoſition 
to that of the latter: And that the peaceable State 
of his Servants, is illuſtrated by the contrary Cc 
tom of thoſe Who are not ſo : And indeed, I can- 
not but think, that ſuch peaceable State of Chriſt's 
Diſciples, is more reaſonable, more natural, and 
more Chriſtian, than the contrary Habit of other 
Men. And conſequently, that the Word would, 
refers only to the Cuſtom of Men, and infers not 
the Equity or n of that Cuſtom. 


He adds farther, pag. 30, that“ Our * 
&-—in mo to his "— may alſo be ſtiled, 
2 cc the 


TECH 

e the King of Kings, in which, Senſe, all the 
* Kingdoms of the World are his; but in à more 
e peculiar Senſe, thoſe Princes who are juſt, ruling 


in the Fear of God, may be deemed his Vice- 


te gerents,” But to me it ſeems, that our Saviour, 
in reſpect to his Divinity, being Ounipreſnt, his 
M zni/ters are not properly to be termed Vicegerents ; 
becauſe, the Uſe of the Word Vicegerency, as it 
imports an Abjente of the Principal, is derogatory 
to the Omnipreſence of our Saviour, which is an 
eJential Attribute of his Divinity. 1 
. Wherefore, ** good and vbolſme Laus, and the 
& Magiſtrate who adminiſters them aright” may 
be © greatly approved by God himſelf ;” and ſuch 
Magiſtrates may be acknowledged to be Gad 


 Minifiers, without being deemed his Vicegerents. 
Such a Government, I have before ſhewn, is ap- 


pointed by God, as a Means of rooting out Strife 
end Contention, and of eſtabliſhing Love and Peace 
among Men, which are eſſential to the Well-being, 
Felicity, and effeffual Stability of ſuch a Govern- 
ment: This Eſtabliſhment of Love and Peace an- 
ſwers the End and Inſtitution of Government: 
And, as the Excellency of every Inſtitution con- 


fiſts in accompliſhing the End for which it was 
ordained : So the Excellency of Civil Government 
conſiſts in eſtabliſhing Love and Peace, and in pu- 
niſhing the Breakers of Love and Peace, which in 


their own Nature are eſſential to the general Good 
and Happineſs of Mankind, and * for the Secu- 

*© rity of all the Members of Society. So that the 
Magiſtrates Power of reſtraining the Peace Break- 
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& is the Power of Love and Peace, exerciſed for 
the Happineſs of human Society 
of War is a Power of Devaſtation and Deſtruc- 
tion, of a contrary and oppoſite Nature; and is ex- 


erciſed for the Purpoſes of mutual Deſtruction, 


and tends to the Subverſion of Society and Govern- 
ment. Wherefore the Power of War being con- 
fidered as a Power of Deſtruction, and the Power 
F the Magiftrate, as a Power 7 Love and Peace, 
there will appear no manner of Inconſiſtency in ad- 
mitting, that the Precept of Chriſt, Reſiſt not Evil, 
or render not Evil for Evil, may reaſonably be un- 


derſtood, equally to prohibit Mar, and eſtabliſn 


Magiftracy. 


. This Author's next Citation from the Preſerva- 
tive is in pag. 31, 32, thus, © The next Thing 
* our, Adverfary undertakes, is reconciling a na- 


*« nifeft Contrudiction. He tells us, that Fighting 


« and Killing Men, as is done in War, is not in- 


e conſiſtent with Chriff's Precept of loving Enel 
*© mes, and then compares it with Magi/trates in- 


« flicking corporal Puniſbments and Death on Ma- 
* Igfactors, Robbers and Murdererg. But that is 
« far from being a parallel Caſe, fince Maltfactors 
* and Murderers are puniſhed by Laws themſelves 
© deny not the Juſtice of; whereas the Caſe of 
War is vaſtly different, wherein the Subjects 


on both Sides, fighting (as upon our Adverfaries 


by «of their Princes, ate not a mitted to be Judges 
au. the Equity of the Cauſe they are engaged 
e eee e e 
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: But the Power 
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in, and are therefore to be eſteemed equally in- 


* nocent. 7 Jy 


In anſwer to this, our Author queries, pag. 32. 

Where is this Contradiction? To this I reply, 

that there appears to me a manifeſt Contradifion, 
between the Practice of loving Enemies, and the 
promiſcuous Slaughter of Men on both Sides inno- 

cent, which War is attended with. But, I think, 

the Puniſhment of Malefactors carries with it no 

fuch Contradictiom; but that Juſtice in ſuch a Caſe 

may be adminiſter'd without diſobeying any Pre- 

| cept of the Goſpel: And that this Author has not 
| ſhewn any juſt parity betwixt ſuch legal Admini- 
| | tration of Juſtice, and the Practice of War. I 
think alſo, that nothing which the Writer of the 

Preſer vati ve has ſaid about putting Malefatfors to 

Death, for offending againſt Laus which they them- 

ſelves deny not the Fuſtice of, will bear ſo malevolent 

a Conſtruction as this Author has put upon it, v/z. 

that of . ſuppoſing their Rebellion innocent. And I 

think, that even the Rebels themſelves cannot rati- 

onally deny the Fuſtice of their Puniſhment for their 
Rebellion againſt the Government by Law eſtabliſhed; 
ſince 'tis undeniable, that if they themſelves (which 

God forbid) were in Poſſeſſion of ſuch an Eſtabliſh- 
ment, they would think it both zuft and neceſſary 
to enact and execute Laws of the ſame Kind and 
Tendency, againſt thoſe who ſhould moleſt them. 
Wherefore, I apprehend, that if Right Reaſon did 
operate in them, it muſt neceſſarily involve theſe 
Rebels in the Sentence of  Sel/-Gondemnation, as 
being guilty of that ſame Wickedneſs, which _ | 


Ta 1 


ſelves, in the Perſons of other Men, would have 
judged worthy of the ſame Puniſhment, 


Our Author admits, pag. 32, 33. That Sub- 
jects fighting under. different Princes, do ſo merely 
in Obedience to tbeir Princes, and are very often 
innocent as to the Quarrel. This he owns to be an 
te hard Caſe on ſuch Subjects. Nor doth he de- 
ny, that the ' mutual Slaughter of ſuch innocent 
Perſons does attend the Practice of War. But I 
think, that what he writes on that Head is not 
clear; and that altho (to uſe a Metaphor of his 
own) © he pulls hard againſt the Wind and Tide,” 
yet he has not demonſtrated, how the mutual 

| ſhedding of innocent Blood, as in the Caſe of 
mutual War, can be mutually practiſed, without 
ſome Degree of mutual Guilt : He fays indeed, 
pag. 34. That © a Nation ſtanding on the de- 
« fenſive, are not anſwerable for innocent Blood 
* ſhed after this Manner.” But as in the Caſe of 
mutual War, both Parties generally pretend to 
ſuch a Standing; it may be exceeding difficult to 
determine that Point. It would certainly be a 
much ſafer Courſe to rely on Providence, as the 
* Quaters have ever done, than to engage in 
War, at the Riſque of incurring any Share of ſuch 
Guilt: And the Security of ſuch Dependence on 
God's Providence is ſupported 2 valid Reaſon, 
which may be well expreſs d in the Words of this 
Author, pag. 34, viz. becauſe © an All-knowing 
and impartial Judge, will not only ſcourge the 
Pride and Ayarice of Princes, but in his own 
£ due Time have Regard tothe Sufſringwf the 
wenn * | . "= 
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* Innocent.” This is an excellent Maxim, con- 
ſonant both to the Fuftice and Mercy of God, 
who only knows his own due Time, for abaſing the 
Proud, and relieving the Oppreſſed: Till that 
Time comes, Chriſtianity has made Patience the 
Duty of the Innocent, and ſupplies them with 
Faith to believe, that he will relieve them in his 
own due Time, who never faileth them that put 
their Truſt in him. "Tis the Impatience of Men, 
and their Diſtruſt of God's Providence, which 
hurries them to anticipate God's own due Time, by 
. Meaſures of their own deviſing, and 
om this Root Mars among Mankind do generally 


The next Thing this Author attempts, p. 34, 35, 
is the anſwering of an Objection of Robert Bar- 
clay's, which he thus repreſents, © What R. B. 
_ © obſerves about Chriftians living in different 
« Kingdoms at War together, and praying as well as 
* fighting for contradiftory Things, amounts to 
« very little. Now R. B's Words are theſe, 
* By which forcing of the Conſcience, they 
« would have conſtrain d our Brethren, living in 
« divers Kingdoms at War together, to have im- 
c plored our God for contrary and contradictory 
" Things, and conſequently impoſſible; for it is 
<< impoſſible that two Parties fighting together, 
4 ſhould both obtain the Victory. This Robert 
Barclay calls Confufjon. And this Author has not 
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reconcil'd ſuch contradictory Prayers, either to 


wiz. * If a Chriſtian (ers theevil Defires of 
Fo +6 os i cc 1 


__ 


Reaſon or Religion. He puts a Caſe, pag. 3s | 


t s 1 


® prince to be his leading Motive to War, he 
neither can nor will, as a true Chriſtian, pray 
c for his Succeſs.” Which I think, amounts to 
a Conceſſion, that ſuch a Prince in that Caſe ought 
not to be obeyd; and conſequently, that his In- 
junction is unjuſt. And indeed, where two Prin- 
ces at War enjoin Prayers for their Succeſs in con- 
trary Cauſes, the Command of one of them muſt 
neceſſarily be ſo. Wherefore the Confuſn R. B. 
complains of in point of Prayer, this Author has 
by no means accounted for. And his acknow- 
ledging, that the Spirit of God © will never in- 
= * ſpire two Minds to pray for contrary Things, 
< is a plain Conceſſion that ſuch Confufion contra- 
«. dicts the Inſpiration of thav Spirit.” And as he 
alſo acknowledges that © the Will of: God is one.” 
Such a contrariety of Prayer cannot be agreeable 
to his Will. Wherefore, I am of Opinion, that 
the Obſervation of R. Barclay, which this Author 
ſays © amounts to very little,” is indeed ſabſtan- 
tial, and amounts to py more than * 
Anſwer to it. Mites 


He produces yet another Citation from 3 Pres 
fines reſpectin ag. the Government of Penfybug» 
nia raiſi or the Service of the Goyern - 
ment. here ; which he unfairly repreſents thus: 
“ The Government there, are ſubject to the Go- 
e vernment, here; and that the 2uakers finding 
« Money to pay Soldiers, is very different from 
„ ſending Soldiers themſelves.” This he calls, an 

| invifible. Diftin®tion and fays, pag. 36. © L wich 
£4 could oo the Difference ED 0 i 
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* Caſe of the Land- Jax, or paying Money into 
the Government's Hands, for them to . 
e Soldiers, or paying the Soldiery our ſelves :” 
This Diſtinction, which he calls 7nv;#ble, ſeems 
to me altogether clear and evident. The Quaker 
has a Regard to Chriſt's Precept, Render unto 
Cæſar the Things that are Czfar's, as a poſitive Pre- 
$2 which he is obliged both in Duty and Con- 
-Kcience'to obey : This Precept is General, and has 
no Exception annexed : Wherefore his Conformi 
thereto is alſo General, in paying readily all fuch 
Taxes as are given by Law, for the Service of the 
Government; and in making ſuch Payment, he 
doth litcrally obſerve the Precept of Chriſt, and 
wholly 2 himſelf of the Duty required. 
But to what Uſes the Money fo paid ſhall be ap- 
plied, it is incumbent on the Conſcience of the Go- 
vernment, not of the Quader, to direct: Such Ap- 
plication is their proper Province, and none of hrs: 
And as he never meaſures one Man's Duty by ano- 
ther Maii's Conſcience, ſo he cannot expect that the 
Government in ſuch Application ſhould follow his 
Judgment, but their own. He is therefore as ready 
vo pay, and in caſe of Neceſſity, as free to give, to- 
ward the Exigences and Support of Govern- 
ment as any other Subject: And having fo done 
his own Duty, can quietly ſubmit, and leave to 
his Superiors, the Performance of theirs, accord- 
ing to their own Judgment: And thus keeping 
within his proper Sphere, his Obedience to Chrif 
is perfectly reaſonable, as well in 3 70 
Cæſar the Things that are Cziar's, which Chriſt 
hath commanded, as in refraining from Wars and 
9 Figbting, 
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_ Fighting, which he believes Chriſt hath prohibi- 
ted. Thus the Diſtinction appears to me very 
clear, and if this Author cant perceive it, I don't 
think that a valid Reaſon for his reproaching the 
Qualers with Blindneſs, who ſee farther than he 


does. 


The pretended Simile he advances, (pag. 37) of 
*© a Fadtor or Steward; very willingly paying a 
<< Bill to his Principal himſelf, but refufing it to 
e his Order,”-is quite foreign to the Purpoſe, and 
unapplicable to the Qyakers, who are never known 
to refuſe Payment of the Taxes given to the King, 
the Principal, to the Collectors who are his Order. 
Nevertheleſs, as to Militia Money, Cburch Rates, 
Tythes, and any other Demand affecting their Cor - 
ſciences, they are till juſtifiable in refuſing to pay 
them; becauſe they are not given to Cæqar, and 
_ conſequently not included in Chrift's Precept: 
Nor are their Conſciences diſcharged from being 
immediately concerned in the Application of them. 


Some, ſays this Author, pag. 37, may think 
I ought to have made a formal Anſwer to every 
« "Thing urged by R. B. on this Head, under the 
* Propoſition of Salutations and Recreations : 

But I have declined that, and took another 
« Method (for one Reaſon among others) out of 
* A fincere Reæſpect for the Memory of that great and 
good Man, the moſt infirm Part of whoſe excel- 
ent Writings I was loth to ſet to public View.“ 


1 — This 
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This Paragraph imports, that he has no mean 
Opinion of his own Abilities, but would infinuate . 
to his Readers, as if he had declined a Conqueſt 
he could have made over R. B. on this Subject: 
This looks like proclaiming a Triumph before the 
Vidlory: For ſome who have read both of them, 
are of Opinion, that what he calls the moſt infirm 
Part of R. B's Writings, is attended with a Force 
of Reaſoning far fuperior to the trongeſt Part of 
his; and that his concealed Reajons for declining to 
anſwer that Writer, may probably be of more 
Force than that which he has revealed. an 


As to the Practice of the firſt or early Chriſtians 
teſpecting War and Fighting, I concur with him 
when he ſays, pag. 38, The Queſtion is not ſo 
much what they did, as what was their Duty.” 
However, I apprehend that the H:/ory of the 
firſt three Centuries of Chriſtianity, would furniſh 
a Man with abundance more Inſtances againſt 
Cbriſtians fighting than for it; even tho' we ſhould 
admit that of the Thebean Legion, cited by Dr. 
Cave, which yet others think to be fabulous.* The 
. | "NE Text 
* The Story at large, (ſays Echardin his Ed. Hiſt. 
Vol. 2, pag. 653) is attended with-ſo many great 
e Difficulties as to Hiſtory, Chrenolggy, and Geography, 
and ſupported by ſuch weak Authorities, that ſeve- 
<« ra] learned Men have not only doubted the Particu- 
lars, but have pronounced the whole a Fable.” 
The ſame Author gives an Account of the peaceable 
Behaviour of the more early Chriſtians, (ibid, pag. 533. 
Ihe Behaviour, (ſays he) of the Chriſtians toward 
| | «. Severus 
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Text our Author cites, pag. 40. One foal chace 
4 Thouſand, and Two ſpall put Ten thouſand to flight, 
aſcribes nothing to the Military Temper of the one 
or uo; but attributes all to the Power of God, and 
the Safety of depending thereon, notwithſtanding 
the greateſt Inequality either in Numbers, Natural 
Mn Th or M ny ans. 


I think 1 Pura ſufficiently ſhewn, that * the 
* underſtanding and conforming literally to thoſe 
<. Scriptures we have been examining,” is not at- 
tended with M:/chiefs and Abſurdities, as this Au- 
thor pag. 42 would infinuate: But that on the 
contrary, were they literally and univerſally put in 
practice, they would univerſally eſtabliſh that 
bleſſed and Evangelical State of perfect Peace and 
Righteouſneſs, which is the higheſt Happineſs 
Li are HORS of _ bleſſed _— in this 
e. 
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64 Severus was à great ee to him to ada very 
„ favourable to them; for he, who took notice of 
<< every Thing, could not but fee, that in all his Wars 
<< they never appeared againſt him, neither joining with 
„ Niger F nor Albinus: Thi Concerns of another Life 
« were chiefly in their View, and they willingly left 
* this World to thoſe buſie Men, who were ready 
to put rn thingy 1 into Coofulion ro cumin it.“ 


+ Niger at that Time was a — Rival to Se- 
verus, and had quietly poſſefsd himſelf of Byzantium, 
and the Eaft, and Albinus declar'd for himſelf in Bri- 
tain. So that the Paſſage cited includes the quiet 
Demeanour of Chriſtians in different Parts of the 
Empire. 
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What this Author obſerves (pag, 42) viz. that 
<* If-it be a Chriſtian Virtue to depend on Provi- 
** dence-in one Caſe, it muſt be a greater to do it 
sin a ſecond, and ſo on, till we become in every 
«© Caſe totally dependent and inactive, and refuſe 
* to do any or the leaſt Thing for our ſelves ; 
*© This would be the Conſequence of underſtand- 
ing ſome Parts of Scripture literally,” is, I 
think, of no great Weight, nor is the Inference 


he draws from it juſt, becauſe a total Dependence 


on Providence may be, and is, very conſiſtent with 
our own Activity and Endeavours, which we then 
moſt reaſonably exert, when we are moſt depend- 
ent on that which alone can make them ſucceſs- 


ful. This entire Dependence on God is the Life 


e's human Induſtry and Diligence. Tis this which 
ſup 


both towards God and one another. This makes 


rts Men in the Performance of their Duty, 


the me of a labouring Man fweet, by enabling 

him, when he has done his Duty, to caft all bis 
Care upon God who careth for him: So that De- 
pendence on Providence is ſo far from rendring 
Men inactive, that tis the Support and Security of 


their Activity, the Anchor of their Hope, and the 
| Encouragement of their Continuance in Well-do- 


ing. Tis that which makes Induſtry their rea- 


ſonable r as commanded by him who is their 


Feeder an Preſerver, and from whoſe Bounty 


alone they receive their daily Bread. Thus all the 
--lawful Activity and Induſtry of a Chriſtian. is to- 

tally dependent on Providence: He both works 
and prays for his daily Subſiſtence. His outward 
Labour is ſubſervient to his inward Dependence on 


God: 
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God: While his Hand is exerciſed in the former, 
his Heart is wholly fixed on the latter: And the 
Experience of every paſt Days Proviſion both whets 
his Induſtry, and encreaſes his Dependence, for the 
preſent Days Supply. -To-morrow he regards as 
none of his, and what perhaps he ſhall never ſee: 
And if he. ſhould, he diſtruſts not the Providence 


of God for the future, of whoſe paternal Proviſion -. 


the many paſt Days of his Life have gwen him 
as many renewed and moſt convincing Proofs. 


But altho Induſtry and Adtivity be our e 
ledged Duty in Things commanded by Chriſt, all 
whoſe Precepts tend to the General Good of Man- 
kind; yet are never to be exerciſed in doing 
what he hath prohibited: In ſuch a Caſe Activity 
is Difobedience.: Our Induſtry therefore muſt be 
limited within the Bounds of our known Duty 
and the Good of Society. But to extend our Ai- 
vity to fighting and mutually deſtroying one another, 


is going beyond thoſe Bounds ; and therefore Chriſt 
hath forbidden it. 


His Extenſion - of FOR he calls the 2 me 


Principle of not reſiſting Evil, to the **deprivi 
ce them of all Family Authority, if not OEcono- 
my, and ſoon bringing every Thing into Diſ- 
1 . — and Confuſion, is carrying the Point too 
tar ; and ſeeing himſelf acknowledges, that they 
* indeed do not carry their Doctrine to this 
Pitch, I think, he might have contented 
himſelf, without extending it farther; than they 


do; ; and might have conſidered, that Love and 
Peace, 


r 
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Peace, Inſtruction, and Example in well doing, 
are far more effectual to the eſtabliſning of both 
paternal and magiſterial Authority, and O Econo- 
my, than Blows and Stripes: Becauſe the former 
have a Tendency to reach and convince the Reaſon 
and Underſtanding of Men; whereas the latter are 
rather adapted to brutal and irrational Animals, 
who directed only by Corporal Senſation, fear no- 
thing but what they feel; and are never properly 
applicable to Men, otherwiſe than in proportion 
to the Deficiency of their Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding. | . 


He obſerves, pag. 43, that One Thing, which 
© has perhaps determined ſome Perſons to think 
«© more favourably of this Sentiment of the Qua- 
« fers, than otherwiſe they would have done, is 
© thoſe extraordinary Providences which have at- 
©. tended to ſuccour and protect thoſe, who have 
born this Teſtimony boldly and faithfully to 
© the World: But this, ſays be, I think amounts 
© to very little.” On the other Hand, I think, 
that ſuch extraordinary Providences ſuccouring and 
Protecting thoſe who uſed no outward Weapons 
to defend thentfelves, but endured with Chriſtian 
Patience a great Fight of Afflictions, (ſome of 
them even to the Loſs of Life, others of: Liberty, 
and Eſtate, and others to the Baniſhment of their 
| Perſons) amount at leaſt to this, that they viſibly 
demonſtrate the Security of depending wholly on 
the Providence of God, as this People then did, 
patiently enduring the Tyme of Tryal, until it 
pleaſed God, in whoſe Hands the Times and 
: Es Seaſons 
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Seaſons are, and who turneth the Hearts of Men 
according to his Pleaſure, to plead their Cauſe, 
and to open a Way for their Deliverance, and 
for the free Exerciſe of their Conſciences toward 
him: A Bleſſing, for the Continuance of which, 
they are always ready to expreſs their Gratitude to 
our preſent Soveraign King George and his Go- 
vernment, and to pray for the Peace and Proſpe- 
rity of him and his Family, whom God in Love 
to this Nation has raiſed up, and placed on the 
Throne, to do judgment and Juſticſce. 


The Obſervation therefore of the Providence 
which hath attended this People is a reaſona- 
ble Motive to a Judgment of their Innocence and 
Integrity, but can be no Proof of their being 
miſtaken : Which is an Epithet I would not chuſe 
to annex to the Word Chriſtian as this Author has 
B ey Wl | 


'Thus have I confider'd this Author's manner of 
Reaſoning, and attended him Step by Step to pag. 
44 of his Diſcourſe, which, ſo far as relates to 
the Subject of War and Fighting, he ſeems to cloſe 
there, ſaying, © Thus I have run through the 
** moſt material Things that occurred to me on 
< this Subject: I requeſt a ſerious and impartial 
Attention: If Truth be on my Side, acknow- 

ledge it: If I am in the Wrong, convince me, 
and I ſhall ever bear the Kindneſs in Memory: 
Jam a fallible Man, liable to miſtake; tho' free 
to inquire and propoſe my Doubts. —— The 
Liberty I bave taken does not ariſe from any 
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Eique or Diſlike to the Naters; but what 1 


eam at is honeſtly to exhibit to them what * 
10 thinks: aul der Error i in Faith.“ 


© Aubocating to his Requeſt, I have ag) wad 


| 5 ought I know, impartially confider'd what he 
has alleds d: I chink, the Foundation of his Diſ- - 


courſe erroneous, and have given him my Reaſons 
for ſo thinking. I apprehend him to be in the 
wrong, and wiſh I may have convinc'd him of 
it: If I ſucceed not therein, yet my Good-Will in 
endeavouring fo to do, being an Effect of Friend- 


ſhip, a generous Mind will not deſpiſe it. I am 


thoroughly ſenſible both of b:sFallibility, my own, 
and all other Men's; and this Senſe of human Fal. 
libility and Impotence, confirms me in my Judg- 
ment, that a Power of Self-Preſervation is not in 

Man, but that his Rational Dependence for Preſer- 
vation can only be, where Certainty and Power are 
united; viz. in God alone. — what he has written 
does not ariſe from any Pique or Diſſite to the 


Qua ler s,” I can aſſure him the Intent _ this In- 


quiry is not to create any; nor to miniſter the leaſt 
N of Offence either to him or any Man. 


As to the following Pages of his Diſcourte, o 
far as they expreſs. the Excellency of Liberty of 


Conſcience, and an Abhorrence of Perſecution of 


all Kinds, my. Sentiments concur with his: I ne- 


ver think that Truth can ſuffer by Freedom of In- 


* but in our Inquiries after it, we ought to 
ve a ſpecial Re 3 to the Guidance of the Spi- 
rit of Truth, which God hath h promiſed to thoſe 


who 


1891 
* aſk it, leſt peradventure Self- Conceit, Rayon 


or Prejadice, miſlead our Judgment, and inclins 
us to n re En under n Ace 5 


9100 } 01435 A 

I alſo $73 nr his Fuſtice in e 
g. 48, the hearty and honeſt Attachment fof 
« the People: calld{2uckers,.to'King George and 
<« his Family, and to the Peace and pm * 
1 the ho e an. qurtwek i blue) 


Hi is deſerved Arplau, pag. 50, of the Bins 
CELLENT PRINCE and peaceable Government un- 
der which we live, and enjoy the ineſtimable 
Blefling of Liberty of Conſcience, I willingly ſub- 
ſcribe to; and have an high Eſteem and Honour 
for the Duke pf —— aſcribing his Preſer- 
vation in the Midſt of Danger to the immedi- 
ate Favour and Protection of the Providence of 
God, the gloriohs Deliverer of him and theſe Na- 
tions from Popiſh Tyran ny and Acbicrary: Power. 


* bat which be han, pag. 5 1, — the 
& meckeſt and ꝓurgſi Minds to be moſt liable to im- 
<-bibe, while under the mollifying Influence of a 
2 Goſpel Spirit,” he ſhould not ſuppoſe to be an 
Error; and I think, he dos not right, in oppo- 
fing- the rational Faculty to that Sie: becauſe 
the D:&ates of Reaſon, and of a (Goſpel, Spirit, 
do concur in teachüng one and the * Doctrine; 
and the meekeft and pureſt Minds are ever moſt ſuſ- 


7 of what is ſo taught, and in leaſt Danger 
falling into Error. 


K His 
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n Harangue, pag. 51, 323 agalnſt m 
Superflition, and HE Enos 0 Tradition, 
doth not at all diſpleaſe me, who have a profeſs'd' 
Aue to what he there exclaims en. 

1 

Nevertheleſs, I had — to be cau- 
tious, leſt an Aﬀettation of Popularity, and an' 
Arnbition of ſeemin g wiſer than our Predeceſſors, 
ſhould miſlead us to contradict theirtjuſt Senti- 
ments, and to deviate from their good ITE 


| Tan n agree with: him. that * ü Sincerity and 


Integrity of Soul, that recommends good Men 


< of all Denominations to the divine Favour and 
G7 ptance; and yet I can prefer one Doctrine 
to another, and am certain that two contrary 

OE LET, 


Deetrines can't be equally true. 


Thus have I attended him, is far as his Matter 
has Relation to the profeſſed Subject: Where he 


leaves that (v72. pag. 54) Tt I m_ my Leave of him, 


and ſhall not interrupt him in * advancing new 
<« Speculations,” and Sſeanting upon them at his 
para bt 


| A Subjelt, fo {ablime and EXPER as the 
Peace of God, which paſſes the Underſtanding of 
Men, muſt neceſſarily tranſcend the Reach of 
human Expreſſion: Nevertheleſs 'tis a Subject 
exceeding ſweet and pleaſant, and in treating of 


it, methinks, I feel an Enlargement of Heart in 


Fervency 


1&1 
Fervency of Affection to the whole Bulk of M an- 
kind, and in Chriſtian Love recommend to All 
the Exhortation of the Apoſtle, enforced by 4 


comfortable Aſſurance of the Divine Freſence 
and Protection, | 


Live, fays he, in Peace, 4 the God of Love 
and Peace 8 be with you. 2 Cor. xili. It, 
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